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Psalm 2 

Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand and the 

rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One. “Let us break their chains,” they 

say, “and throw off their fetters.” The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. Then he 

rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, “I have installed my King on Zion, my 

holy hill.” I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become 

your Father. Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your 

possession. You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” Therefore, 

you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth. Serve the LORD with fear and rejoice with 

trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for his wrath can flare up in a 

moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

  



Have you heard of the Doomsday Clock? The Doomsday Clock was founded by a group of scientists 

called the Chicago Atomic Scientists. The clock is a countdown to midnight and represents how many 

“minutes” humanity is away from triggering a doomsday scenario. It is currently run by the Bulletin of 

the Atomic Scientists. You can even visit the official clock on the campus of the University of Chicago.  

Allow me to read you from the Doomsday Clock’s website. “Humanity now faces two simultaneous 

existential threats, either of which would be cause for extreme concern and immediate attention. 

These major threats—nuclear weapons and climate change—were exacerbated this past year by the 

increased use of information warfare to undermine democracy around the world, amplifying risk from 

these and other threats and putting the future of civilization in extraordinary danger. 

“There is nothing normal about the complex and frightening reality just described.” These are 

incredibly serious sounding and scary words to hear. The people who update the Doomsday Clock 

genuinely believe humanity is in deep trouble and they are the people who are able to alert us and save 

us from ourselves. What is the clock’s position right now? It is two minutes to midnight which is the 

closest the clock has ever come to striking midnight. 

What does the Doomsday Clock have to do with us? Is it something we should be worried about? Laugh 

at? Prepare for the worst? The words of Psalm 2 help give us some clarity when it comes to things like 

the Doomsday Clock. “Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the 

earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One. 

“‘Let us break their chains,’ they say, ‘and throw off their fetters.’ The One enthroned in heaven 

laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.” What is the Lord’s response to the people who run the Doomsday 

Clock or someone like Greta Thunberg, Time’s Person of the Year, who predicts dire consequences due 

to climate change? Quite simply, Psalm 2 reveals, the Lord laughs at them. How can the Lord laugh at 

the doomsday sayers who are obsessed with nuclear war or environmental catastrophe? 

Well, what do you think the main goal of the people who run the Doomsday Clock and partner with 

environmentalists like Greta Thunberg is? Is their main goal to make the world a better and safer place? 

Sure, it could be. Could these people truly be concerned about what is going to happen to the earth in 

the future? Perhaps. Yet, are these noble goals really the heart of what they want or could it be 

something much more sinister and evil? 

Aren’t these people and their actions really about control? Wait, what do I mean and what are they 

trying to control? Think about it. The people who author the Doomsday Clock don’t like atomic 

weapons. They are convinced these weapons in the wrong hands will bring great harm on the earth. We 

can’t allow that to happen. Therefore, to make sure it never does happen, we will scare governments 

into getting rid of these weapons to make sure it never does happen. 

Or take environmentalists. The fact of the matter is, whether you want to admit it or not, the earth has 

been warming over the last several decades. What is the reason for this warming? Environmentalists 

blame people and the choices which they make. Therefore, we must act on what we can control. We 



must eliminate CO2 emissions which they believe are the cause of this warming before it becomes too 

late and the earth warms beyond saving. 

The Bulletin of Atomic Scientists and radical environmentalists truly believe that they have the ability to 

control the earth’s future. What should we think about their claims?  “Why do the nations conspire and 

the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against 

the LORD and against his Anointed One. ‘Let us break their chains,’ they say, ‘and throw off their 

fetters.’ The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.” 

Psalm 2 reveals controlling others is something humanity has been longing after for forever. Psalm 2 

puts it in an interesting way. It says, “Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The 

kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his 

Anointed One.” These words remind us people who long to control the future’s events are really 

fighting against God and his control of the future. 

Our gospel lesson illustrates this lesson for us. It comes right after the Magi had visited Jesus. 

Remember, the Magi didn’t know where exactly to find Jesus. They had been following a star, but the 

star hadn’t led them directly to Jesus. It had led them to Jerusalem where they encountered King Herod. 

Herod is a man who was addicted with trying to control the future. So much so, he murdered several 

family members who he was convinced were trying to steal his throne. 

The Magi’s report about a new king who had been born was a threat to Herod. The idea a baby could be 

a threat to him is absurd. Herod was an old man and he would be long dead by the time this baby would 

be a threat to his throne. However, it didn’t matter to Herod. He wanted to control the future and 

eliminate any threat to his throne. His quest for control led him to send out a grizzly order. All the baby 

boys who were two years old or younger in Bethlehem were to be killed. 

“Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand and 

the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One.” Herod fulfilled the words 

of Psalm 2 with his devious actions. What was God’s response to Herod’s wicked plans? “When they had 

gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. ‘Get up,’ he said, ‘take the child and his 

mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill 

him.’” 

“So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until 

the death of Herod.” The Lord safely delivered his son from Herod’s wicked plans for the future. Not 

only did he deliver the family from Herod’s plan, but he also provided for the family through the gifts 

which the Magi brought to Jesus. These gifts allowed Mary and Joseph to live in Egypt until Herod died. 

It shows us God’s total control over every detail about the future. 

What does Psalm 2 have to offer you and me? I want to take us to the end of the Psalm and concentrate 

on a promise which is there. The Lord promises, “Blessed are all who take refuge in him.” You and I are 

people who have taken refuge in the Lord. We have come to know and believe he is the true God who 



sent his son to save us from our sins. We love him and follow him because he has shown love to us. 

Psalm 2 reminds us we are blessed because we take refuge in him. 

What does this refuge mean for us? It means we don’t have to worry about trying to control the future. 

Look at what the Lord says about people who try to control the future. “Why do the nations conspire 

and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together 

against the LORD and against his Anointed One. ‘Let us break their chains,’ they say, ‘and throw off 

their fetters.’ The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.” 

He laughs at them because they think they know better than him. Should we be worried about nuclear 

weapons? I guess you can be concerned about them. You can pray they wouldn’t cause great harm to 

others, but the Lord doesn’t want you to worry about it. He is in control and the world will end when he 

says it will end. Not a minute before and not a minute after. We don’t need to lose sleep because the 

Doomsday Clock says it is two minutes to midnight. 

Ok, you get nuclear war, but what about climate change? Shouldn’t we be worried about that? I get the 

concern, but again, who is in control? The Lord is and he has also made some awesome promises about 

our earth. He has said, “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer 

and winter, day and night will never cease.” He has even given you a sign to help you remember his 

promise: the rainbow. Remember God is keeping his promise every time you see one. 

God’s promises don’t just apply to global doomsdays. They also apply to personal ones too. He promises 

you are blessed because you take refuge in him. He will bless you with his presence in any and every 

situation. He is with you when life is good. He is with you when life is sad. He is with you when you’re 

happy. He is with you when you’re hurting. He will never leave you nor forsake you. Thank God for his 

tremendous blessings and his love for us. Amen. 


