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Isaiah 7:10-14 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, "Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in 

the highest heights." But Ahaz said, "I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test." Then Isaiah said, 

"Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience of 

my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give 

birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 

  



What makes something special? Easy question for some, but what makes something special is usually 

highly subjective, isn’t it? Your definition of special might be entirely different than my definition. I 

might think it takes a special talent to name all 50 state capitals. You might shrug. You might think it is 

special to visit world class wineries. Me? Not so much. Special is usually subjective. However, on rare 

occasions, you find something is so special most everyone agrees it is special. 

What are these special things? They are things you can refer to by one word or phrase and everyone 

knows what you are talking about. Shakespeare. Mozart. Lincoln. Apollo 11. Did you know all of them? 

Shakespeare’s plays were written over 400 years ago and they are still being performed. Mozart was 

musical genius who composed his first symphony at age 8. Lincoln is hailed as the savior of our nation. 

Apollo 11 allowed humanity to touch the moon.  

Most often, something which is considered special is highly subjective, but there are rare occasions 

where being special is transcendent and recognized by everyone. Our Old Testament lesson introduces 

us to something which Christians all across Christendom recognize as something truly special. What is 

this special fact? It is the miracle of the virgin birth. The virgin birth shows us our God is special because 

he promises us a special sign and he delivers a special child. 

The first thing we will look at is the way our special God promises a special sign. Isaiah writes, “Again the 

LORD spoke to Ahaz, ‘Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the 

highest heights.’ But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test.’ Then Isaiah said, 

‘Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience 

of my God also?’” 

Isaiah sets us in the middle of a larger conversation which he has been having with Judah’s king Ahaz. 

Isaiah and Ahaz are having this conversation because Ahaz is afraid. Two kingdoms, Aram and Israel, 

have decided to attack Judah. Ahaz is afraid since he thinks his country is about to be destroyed. 

However, Isaiah has a different message for him. Isaiah promises Ahaz his country won’t be the one 

which is destroyed, no, Aram and Israel will be the ones destroyed! 

How can Isaiah make this promise? He makes this promise because God is the one who says it will come 

true. “This is what the Sovereign LORD says: ‘It will not take place, it will not happen, for the head of 

Aram is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is only Rezin. Within sixty-five years Ephraim will be too 

shattered to be a people. The head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is only Remaliah’s 

son. If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.’” 

God gives a special message to Isaiah, his prophet, to take to a king who is afraid and scared. He 

promises the king he has nothing to be afraid of or scared about. Wonderful promise, right? Eh, not so 

much for Ahaz. How come? Our lesson says, “Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, ‘Ask the LORD your God 

for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.’” These words aren’t exactly a 

ringing endorsement of someone who actually trusts the Lord’s promise.   

Why didn’t Ahaz trust the promise which the Lord made to him? It was because Ahaz, king of God’s 

people, was an unbeliever. He didn’t follow the Lord and he had little time for the Lord’s prophet 



making promises to him. “But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test.’ Then Isaiah 

said, ‘Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the 

patience of my God also?’” 

Ahaz tries to sound good and pious. I won’t test or try God. He doesn’t like it. Isaiah, however, reveals 

Ahaz’s true heart. The reason he won’t test God is because he doesn’t trust God. God literally said to 

Ahaz, “Test me! I want you to.” How does Ahaz respond, “No! I won’t!” How does God respond? 

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a 

son, and will call him Immanuel.”  

God says I’m going to give you a sign even if you won’t ask for one. What is the sign which God 

promises? He makes the special promise to send a child who will be born of a virgin. Pretty special sign, 

isn’t it? A woman without the aid of a man (or in our day science) will become pregnant. The virgin birth 

highlights the beauty of our special God because the virgin birth provides us all of humanity with the 

birth of a special child: the savior of the world. 

I don’t know how much time we actually spend talking about the virgin birth. We confess it on an almost 

weekly basis because every time we confess the Apostles’ or Nicene Creed we confess Jesus is born of 

the virgin Mary, but its’ importance? Not so much. How would you respond to someone who asks you 

what makes the virgin birth important? “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will 

be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”  

This passage in Isaiah details what makes the child special. The child the virgin will give birth to is given a 

name: Immanuel. Immanuel literally means, “God with us.” Let that sink in for a moment. The name 

God chose for the special child to be born of a virgin is God with us. Our special God chose a special birth 

so that he himself could enter into the world as a human being. God becoming man is a mystery we 

can’t explain and please don’t get cute and try. You’ll be wrong. 

However, the need for the virgin birth is something we can grasp. How come? Isaiah prophesies, 

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a 

son, and will call him Immanuel.” Why make such a big deal about the fact God with us must be born of 

a virgin? It has to do with a fundamental fact about each one of us. Each one of us is a sinner. It is 

something we received from our parents and pass on to our children. 

This means sin is a part of us and there is no way to avoid it. You can’t avoid it because your mother and 

father pass it on to you. What makes this an issue for God with us? God isn’t sinful. He is holy and 

without sin. Does this help you understand what makes the virgin birth so important and special? God 

wouldn’t enter into this world as a sinful person. He would enter the world as the God-man. Perfect. 

Sinless. Holy. 

The fact the God-man Jesus needed to be born without sin is the reason the virgin birth is so important. 

The virgin birth, an incredibly special miracle, assures you and me that Jesus is the sinless son of God. It 

means you believe Jesus has the power and ability to be your Savior when you believe he was born of a 



virgin. The virgin birth through which our special God gives us a special child is one of the main pillars of 

the Christian faith. 

What makes it such an important part of our faith? There are several reasons, but allow me to focus on 

a couple. One, if Jesus had a human father, would it be possible for him to be sinless? He could’ve made 

the claim about himself, but would it have been true? No, he would’ve been sinful just like everyone 

else. The virgin birth assures Jesus is fundamentally different than we are, and this difference is a good 

thing! It means he is able to be our savior from sin. 

Here is a second reason it is important for our faith. If you say it is impossible for Jesus to be born of a 

virgin because it doesn’t make sense, aren’t you limiting God’s power with your thinking? Miracles defy 

natural explanation. It is the reason they are called miracles. There is great danger trying to say they 

don’t exist. How come? Your entire faith is founded on Jesus’ miraculous resurrection from the dead. 

Get rid of miracles and you get rid of the resurrection and do away with Christianity. 

The only way Jesus’ resurrection can give you or me any hope has to do with the fact he is our savior 

from sin. The only way he can be our savior from sin is because he was born of a virgin and born without 

sin. Yes, the virgin birth truly is something special through which our special God entered into our world 

to become one of us to be our savior. There is a reason we make a huge deal out of it every year at 

Christmas time because it is that special. 

We might not always agree on something which is special. You might not consider the ability to name all 

50 state capitals special while I do. You might think it would be special to visit world class wineries while 

I just shrug at the idea. The virgin birth, on the other hand? There is something we can both agree is a 

special gift from our special God. Lord, thank for providing me with such a special gift which brings me 

my salvation. Amen. 


