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Isaiah 35:1-10 

The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Like the crocus, it 

will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the 

splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God.  Strengthen 

the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way;  say to those with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not 

fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you." 

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like 

a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the 

desert.  The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where 

jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. And a highway will be there; it will be called the 

Way of Holiness. The unclean will not journey on it; it will be for those who walk in that Way; wicked 

fools will not go about on it.  No lion will be there, nor will any ferocious beast get up on it; they will not 

be found there. But only the redeemed will walk there, and the ransomed of the LORD will return. They 

will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, 

and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

  



Have you ever heard of a super bloom? Allow me to show you this video to help you understand what a 

super bloom is. Doesn’t the video remind you of our Old Testament lesson? 

 “The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Like the 

crocus, it will burst into bloom. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and 

Sharon; they will see the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God. Water will gush forth in the 

wilderness and streams in the desert.  The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground 

bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.” 

Really sounds like a super bloom, right? Flowers springing up and blooming where they’re not supposed 

to be. Water rushing and gushing where it hasn’t been before. Beautiful, Amazing, but what is 

something you can walk away with for your own life, besides marveling at the desert’s beauty? The 

connection and application to your lives has to do with the verses I skipped reading because these 

verses tie in with our gospel from Matthew and give us our application. 

Our gospel lesson focuses us on a question John the Baptist had about Jesus. “When John heard in 

prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who was to come, or 

should we expect someone else?’” Now, we need to remember who John the Baptist is. John is God’s 

chosen instrument to prepare the world for Jesus’ coming. Jesus himself says about John, “I tell you the 

truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John.” 

Yet, what do we hear in John’s question? He is essentially asking, “Was my message right or wrong?” Did 

John forget who he was? He was God’s chosen instrument to proclaim Jesus. His birth was miraculous. 

Jesus says he is more important than any other man ever born. He is all of these things, yet what is going 

on with him? He is struggling with doubt because he isn’t exactly sure about what God is allowing to go 

on in his life. 

I want you to understand something. A lot of times we have a false notion about doubting God. This 

false notion goes something like this: Doubt God? We should never doubt God. How could you do such a 

thing? Good Christians don’t doubt God. They trust him at every twist and turn. If you struggle with 

doubt, the problem isn’t with God, it is with you. What does this false notion create in people’s hearts? 

Guilt. Stress. Shame. Fear. 

Maybe you know exactly what I’m talking about when it comes to doubt. Your world is rocked by 

suffering. You’re unsteady and unsure. You hurt and are struggling. And then doubtful questions come: 

why God? Why are you punishing me? Why am I going through this? Then you recoil with horror, 

because you have this false notion about doubt. What is wrong with me? How can God possibly love 

someone who struggles with following him and trusting in him?  

What do you feel when you’re in the midst of the struggle? Don’t you feel shame? Guilt? Fear? You feel 

these things because you’re convinced good Christians aren’t supposed to feel these things. They are 

supposed to be models of consistency and strength. They are supposed to look like anything but the 

doubter you are. What do you do, if you dear Christian, find yourself in a situation where you are 

bogged down by guilt and your heart is flooded with shame because of your doubt? 



I want us to go back and look at the way Jesus dealt with John and the doubt he is experiencing. “(John) 

sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?’ 

Jesus replied, ‘Go back and report to John what you hear and see:  The blind receive sight, the lame 

walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is 

preached to the poor.’”  

How does Jesus deal with John’s doubt? He takes John back to the words of our lesson which contain 

God’s beautiful promise about someone he would send who would transform a desert wasteland into a 

super bloom. “Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will 

the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.” Jesus points John to the fact he is doing 

exactly what God promised his chosen savior would do. 

What does Jesus’ interaction with John teach us about the times we struggle with doubt? It teaches us 

to go back to God’s promises when we are plagued by doubt. God’s promises will remind us time and 

again about who he is and what his attitude is towards us. He is our savior God who has sent his son 

Jesus to save us. He loves us with a faithful love which has fulfilled every single promise which he has 

made to us and will do so in the future. 

Do you struggle with doubt about whether or not God is punishing you with an illness because you 

sinned against him? Look to the cross and see God has punished Jesus, not you, for your sin. Do you feel 

guilty because you think you’ve let God down because you doubted him? Dear sinner who is struggling 

with guilt, look at what Jesus proclaims to John, Jesus has kept his promise to be your savior. Yes, he is 

your savior even if you doubt his love for you. 

What is the reason we go back to God’s promises when we struggle with doubt? I want us to think back 

to our opening video. Where did it take place? Death Valley National Park. Death Valley is one of the 

driest places on earth. What does Death Valley usually look like? Doesn’t it usually look like this? Yet, 

what happens when enough rain falls and the right conditions take place? Death Valley transforms and 

fills with blooming flowers. 

What does this dramatic transformation have to do with God’s promises? God’s promises are like the 

water which transforms Death Valley. Without them, our hearts look like this. Dead, lifeless, barren, but 

God’s promises water and transform our hearts. They make them look like this: beautiful, alive, vibrant. 

It is the transformation which Isaiah speaks about in our lesson when he says, 

“The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Like the 

crocus, it will burst into bloom. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and 

Sharon; they will see the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God. Water will gush forth in the 

wilderness and streams in the desert.  The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground 

bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.” 

The thing is, Satan doesn’t want our hearts to look like this: alive, vibrant and beautiful. He wants our 

hearts to look like this: dead, barren and lifeless. He is relentless in his attacks. Unforgiving. He chases 

and hounds with guilt and shame. He hammers you and tries to get you to doubt God and his promises. 



Why? Because you’re a sinner, who when you take your eyes off of Jesus and his promises, is easy prey 

for his horrible schemes to turn your heart back into a desert. 

I’m not going to lie. You will struggle with doubt. It is what you will do because you are a sinner. 

However, thanks be to God for the water of his promises. The water of God’s promises is the powerful 

antidote to Satan and his schemes. It is dramatic enough to transform parched hearts into super blooms. 

God’s promises are the answer to doubt. I pray God’s promises sustain you until the day when he brings 

you home to heaven where doubt no longer exists. Amen. 


