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Isaiah 2:1-5 

This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:  In the last days the mountain of 

the LORD's temple will be established as chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and 

all nations will stream to it.  Many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 

LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths." The 

law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  He will judge between the nations and 

will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into 

pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.  Come, 

O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

  



There are certain creative people who simply amaze me with their gifts. The painter who is able to take 

a collection of colors and turn them into a masterpiece on a canvass. The architect who standing on a 

vacant piece of property is able to come up with the idea for the Sydney Opera House or the Colosseum 

in Rome. The person who discovered putting all kinds of lines and squiggles together on a page could 

produce a hidden 3-D image which “magically” appears before your eyes. 

I marvel at these people’s gifts and it often happens when you “see” what they did whether it is a 

building or painting or the magic eye illusion you aren’t able to see those things any other way. Our 

lesson from Isaiah brings us a picture which only God’s vision would be able to see. We’ll study the way 

to catch God’s vision for the church. He will accomplish his vision in two ways. We will see the word go 

out and see the world come in. 

Our lesson begins. “This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.” The Lord 

comes to Isaiah with a prophetic vision. This prophetic vision concerns his people. What should come to 

mind when you think of God’s people? Well, for Isaiah, it would have been fairly easy to know what God 

was talking about. The oversimplified version would have been Israelite/Jewish people good and God’s 

people while non-Israelites/Jews were bad and not God’s people. 

This simplified view of God’s people would have been the church which Isaiah knew and loved. 

However, our lesson takes what Isaiah saw and held dear about God’s church and contrasts it with God’s 

vision for his church. “In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as chief 

among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.” What is God’s 

vision for his church? He wants a lot more people than just Jews in it. 

God states he wants people from all nations to enter into his church. How will God take his vision which 

Isaiah can’t see and make it become a reality? “In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will 

be established as chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will 

stream to it. Many peoples will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the 

house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.’” 

“The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.” God will make his vision come 

true when he sends his word out into the world because he promises to use the power of his word to 

draw the world to himself. Our perspective in history allows us to see God has done exactly what he has 

promised. He poured out his Holy Spirit on the New Testament church and blessed it by bringing all 

kinds of non-Jews into the church. 

Flash forward to our day today. Does the Lord’s vision for his church still apply to you and me? After all, 

we aren’t Jews. We’re Lutherans and mostly German by heritage. Aren’t we the fulfillment of what God 

envisioned? Don’t we support missions and missionaries who go out and continue to bring people in to 

the church? Yes, the fact we are non-Jews proves God’s vision has come true and do support 

missionaries who are still bringing people in to God’s church. 

Yet, does God want us to be passive in making his vision come true or does he want us to be active in 

making it come true? I know you know the answer to my question. God still wants you and me to be 



actively involved in bringing people into his church. He wants it to be true of St. Paul, “Many peoples 

will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. 

He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.’” 

The question then becomes how do we here at St. Paul continue to fulfill God’s vision for his church? I 

know this is a question which is near and dear to you here. I know you sincerely want new people at 

church and you get excited about seeing fresh faces. It is a good thing, but how to make it happen? The 

first thing we need to do is trust God will bless the efforts we make. We look to him and pray for his 

blessing. A given, but a good reminder for us. 

Then what do we do after we’ve asked God’s blessing? The next step would be to figure out how to give 

God a chance to bless our efforts to bring new people into our church. I want to share some personal 

experience with you about efforts I have engaged in with bringing new people into the church. Now 

some probably assume that as a pastor I’m going to have it all figured out and have a lot of success. 

I get it, but I want to share my personal experience with you. I have visited well over 30 people who 

have visited the churches I have served. I’ve gone and had meals with people. I’ve visited with them for 

multiple hours. I’ve been charming. We’ve laughed. We’ve gotten along. I’ve had such high hopes from 

these visits. Would you care to guess how many of these prospects have actually become long term 

visitors/members? Zero. Not a good success rate for me as a pastor. 

Now, I want to apply it to my personal life. Growing up in New Ulm with a dad who served at our WELS’ 

college of ministry, most of my friends were Christians. I went to a WELS’ grade school and area 

Lutheran high school. I went to Martin Luther College where everyone was WELS. Same thing at 

seminary. Outreach wasn’t really on my radar screen. Yet, the Lord gave me an opportunity. 

I worked summers at Martin Luther College when I was in college. I was on the custodial crew and I 

ended up working four or five summers with the same janitor. We got along great. We loved sports and 

stocks. We talked about lots of things including Jesus. The Lord gave me an opportunity to witness to 

this man and somehow I used it. You want to know what happened? This unchurched/dechurched man 

started going to church. It wasn’t a WELS church, but he did find a place to hear about Jesus. 

What is the difference between my story as a pastor and my story as a janitor? The biggest difference is 

literally the time I spent with the people I mentioned. The “prospects” I mentioned are people I had met 

once or twice. They were by and large people who were dechurched, that is people who used to go to 

church, but don’t go anymore. I had good conversations with these people, but one conversation with a 

pastor, even if it is a good one, really didn’t result in a lasting change for the people. 

My janitor co-worker on the other hand? I worked with him for several years. Since he worked at the 

college I went to, I would talk to him on an almost weekly basis. I still send him a Christmas card. Why 

make such a big deal about the time I spent with him? The time I spent with him created trust. It helped 

him to see I cared about him and our shared time gave my words extra weight and meaning which the 

Holy Spirit used to puncture through a natural distrust of the gospel. 



What can you learn from my personal story about God’s vision for the church? I hope you understand 

how vital each one of you is to bring about God’s vision for his church. God wants each one of you to 

know you have a major role to play in order that, “Many peoples will come and say, ‘Come, let us go up 

to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we 

may walk in his paths.’” What is your role in making this come true? 

Each one of you rubs shoulders on a regular basis with people who don’t know Jesus, have wandered 

from him or have had a fractured relationship with him. It might be a spouse, child, parent, cousin, 

friend or co-worker. You all have them. I know it is scary to think about bringing up Jesus with them. I 

know you’re afraid they’ll get mad and won’t want to talk to you. I get it, but do you know what these 

people have in you that they don’t in me? Trust. They trust you because you care. 

They don’t know that about me or a stranger. Their hearts hurt and ache because they’ve been burned 

by someone who claims to care. They’re naturally suspicious of strangers peddling something to them. 

You, who have trust built up with these people, have such a huge advantage because they know you 

care. My plea is you recognize your advantage and use it, but the question is how do you use your 

natural advantage? 

Isaiah gives us a tool in our lesson. I want you to listen to this verse and ask yourself if you’d like to live 

in a world like this. “He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They 

will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up 

sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.” Would you like to live where tanks are 

turned into tractors? Where metal for guns would be used for shovels?  

Would you like to live in a world where war is a thing of the past? A world where you didn’t need to 

worry about your safety when walking or driving anywhere? Where can you sign up, right? You know 

who else this world sounds appealing to? Your spouse, child, neighbor, co-worker, parent, friend and 

anyone else who trusts you and doesn’t know Jesus or has turned away from him. Isn’t this verse, Isaiah 

2:4, a great place to start with someone about Jesus? 

The reason it is a great place to start is because this verse pictures a world which only Jesus can bring. 

This verse is a picture of heaven and its’ glory. A place Jesus wanted so badly for you and me he was 

willing to come to earth and live as one of us. A place so wonderful Jesus considered it worth dying for 

that you and I could have. A place where Jesus longs for a people to join him and a place you and I get to 

invite them to experience for themselves. 

I’ll be honest. It is most likely going to take time for this invitation to become reality. My friend didn’t 

join a church over the years I worked with him. It was only after we were done working together he 

joined. Don’t be discouraged when people resist and you fail. You gotta keep after them. What if they 

actually want to learn more? Invite them here. St. Paul is a great place to bring them and a place where 

you can see the Lord’s vision for his church come true. Amen. 


