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The Second Sunday in Advent, December 8, 2019 
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

 
Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may live and 

may go in and take possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your fathers, is giving you. Do not 
add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the Lord your God 

that I give you.  
 

Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear 
about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” What 

other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the Lord our God is near us whenever 
we pray to him? And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this 

body of laws I am setting before you today? Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do 
not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach them 

to your children and to their children after them. 
 

  



Life is filled with transitions, isn’t it? The seasons transition from warm to cold to warm again. A person 

transitions from job to job or from full time employment to retirement. Children transition from 

adolescence into adulthood. Life is full of transitions. Today, our Old Testament lesson shows us a 

transition where the Israelites would go from total dependence on God to provide for them in the 

desert to a homeland where they wouldn’t be so physically dependent on God to provide for them. 

Moses has some words of advice about this major transition in their lives. He says, “Hear now, O Israel, 

the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may live and may go in and 

take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. Do not add to what I 

command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give 

you.” 

“Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will 

hear about all these decrees. Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget 

the things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your 

children and to their children after them.” Moses encourages us to keep God and his word close to our 

hearts during times of major transitions in life.  

Not only does Moses want us to keep the Lord close to our heart during our transition times, but he 

wants us to make sure the next generation knows about the Lord. Most often, parents want the best for 

their children. They want their children to have a better life with more opportunities than they did. They 

want their children have a safe and secure future with a better tomorrow and are willing to sacrifice 

many things for their children. 

Parents who want the best for their children are blessings from God. Yet it brings up an interesting 

question: what is the best thing a parent can do for their child? Maybe you are a parent who had parent 

who was absent in your life because of work, alcohol, divorce or they just didn’t show you much love. 

This led you to vow your children wouldn’t have the same experience you did. You would give your child 

the best life possible. 

Now, perhaps the Lord has blessed you with a child and you want to be there for your child/children. 

What is the best way to be there for your children? Would it be giving them experiences you never had? 

Would you take them to go camping as often as you could? Would you buy a bunch of fun toys you 

could take out on the lake? Would you travel all over the country with them? What would be the best 

thing to give your child? 

Or maybe you didn’t have the opportunities you wanted growing up. What would be the best 

opportunity to give your children? Would you allow them to play all kinds of sports like volleyball, 

basketball, baseball, football, karate or cross country? Would you be willing to frame your life around 

these activities and cart them around to all different places at all different times? What would be the 

best thing you could give to your child?  

What is the best thing you can give to your children? Many parents think the best thing they can give to 

their children is a childhood of happy memories of going camping, out on the lake or having fun. Other 



parents think the best thing they can give their children are experiences of playing sports or other 

activities. These things are wonderful things we can give to children, but are they the best things we can 

give to children? 

I want you to imagine little Johnny sitting on the edge of his bed. His eyes are a mixture of fear and 

tears. Why? He has a softball sized mass in his stomach. He is set to have surgery the next morning and 

he is scared. What would be the best thing for his parents to say in order to help him in this situation? 

Would it be, “Johnny, remember the time when we were out on the lake having fun? It was a great time, 

wasn’t it? Just think about that tonight and tomorrow and everything will be fine.” 

Would it be, “Johnny, remember when you hit the half-court shot to win the game? It was awesome. 

Think about that when you are scared and you won’t be scared anymore.” Would these memories 

comfort Johnny and remove his fear? Not in a million years. They wouldn’t take away his fear or give 

him courage. They are poor distractions from the big and scary reality which he is facing tomorrow. 

What is the best thing his parents could do for Johnny to help him in this situation? “Only be careful, 

and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip 

from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children after them.” The 

best thing Christian parents can do for their children before this situation might happen to them is to 

teach their children about their Lord and everything he has done for them. 

Why would teaching Johnny about everything the Lord had done for him be the best thing Johnny’s 

parents could have done for him? It would allow them to say, “Johnny, we know you are afraid. We 

know you are scared. So are we, but do you know what? You won’t be alone when you are going into 

surgery tomorrow. Jesus will be with you. Think about all the wonderful things you have learned about 

Jesus.” 

“Think about how Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of God belongs to such as these.’ Johnny, you are one of those children. Jesus’ kingdom 

belongs to you. He has taken you into his arms and he will protect you. Remember, what Jesus did for a 

little boy who was sick just like you? Remember, how his dad came to visit Jesus and asked him to heal 

him? What did Jesus do for that little boy? “Jesus replied, ‘You may go. Your son will live.’” 

“Jesus healed him Johnny. He can do that for you too. I know you are scared Johnny. I am too. I know 

there is a chance Jesus might not answer our prayer. The doctors might not be able to save you from 

this tumor. Johnny, I know you are scared, but Jesus has been where you have. He was scared on the 

night before he died. He prayed for strength to die on the cross for you. Jesus has faced death because 

he knew you would be scared of it and he wanted to reassure you that you didn’t need to be afraid.” 

“Jesus died on the cross to forgive your sins. God isn’t punishing you with this tumor. It is a reminder of 

sin in this world. Jesus died to take away all of the ugliness of sin and remove the sting of death. Jesus 

died, but he didn’t stay dead. He rose from the dead and made us this promise, ‘I am the resurrection 

and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in 

me will never die.’ Johnny, Jesus promises you that you will never die because you believe in him.”  



What would you want to hear if you were in Johnny’s situation? I would want to hear words of comfort 

and reassurance which only Jesus can give me. I would want to hear about Jesus and how he has 

wrapped his loving arms around me. I would want to comfort my son with the same message about 

Jesus and his love for him. This is why we teach Jesus to the next generation. We teach him to the next 

generation so they can share his comfort and put their faith in him.  

What is the best way to teach the next generation about Jesus? Parents, it starts with you. You are first 

in line when it comes to teaching the next generation about Jesus. I know we sometimes send a mixed 

message that only the church knows how to pass Jesus on to your children. I get it, but your children 

learn about Jesus’ importance from you. How do you make sure your child is learning about Jesus?  

Worship, Sunday School and confirmation class are a great, but do your children (or grandchildren) ever 

hear you talk about Jesus or God’s word? Do you ever read a Bible Story or a devotion at home? Do you 

ever discuss Sunday School lessons or what is learned at confirmation class? Do you discipline your child 

for what they have done wrong and then follow up by reminding them Jesus has forgiven them? Do you 

take time to pray with your children? Are you saying Jesus matters if you never talk about him at home?  

Today, we are privileged to have another way we can show Jesus matters to our children. We have 

students from Illinois Lutheran here with us today. Christian education is a tremendous blessing. Illinois 

Lutheran allows a child to go to school where their faith is encouraged because their teachers believe 

the exact same thing they do! Not only do they believe the same thing, but your child is going to hear 

about Jesus on a daily basis in Bible history and in class devotions! 

Your child isn’t going to be bombarded by a sexual ethic which is completely opposite of what 

Christianity teaches. Your child is taught in science class about their amazing creator and to learn they 

aren’t crazy for actually believing in a six day creation. Our congregation also believes in the importance 

of Illinois Lutheran. We provide financial support to ensure families have a chance to attend this 

wonderful place which assists parents in teaching their children about Jesus. 

Transitions are a part of life. Our Lord wants us to remember him during these transitions and to make 

sure the next generation learns he will be there for them during these transitions too. May God’s 

encouragement give us strength to pass Jesus on to the next generation. “Only be careful, and watch 

yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your 

heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children.”  Amen. 


