
St. Paul Lutheran Church 

Grant Park, IL 

All Saints’ Day, November 3, 2019 

Revelation 21:1-6 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 

there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and 

God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no 

more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”  

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, 

for these words are trustworthy and true.” He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water 

of life. 

  



We should get together more often than at weddings and funerals. You ever find yourself saying that at 

a wedding or a funeral? If you have, you aren’t alone. It is usually when we run into family we haven’t 

seen in a while. There is a reason people suggest getting together more often. family is part of who we 

are. We have the same blood. The same background. Family just gets us. We talk about getting together 

more often because it is a good thing to get together with our family! 

However, I don’t care who you are or how much you love your family, if you spend enough time with 

someone what happens? Conflict when someone’s anger is aroused or feelings get hurt. I can tell you 

from first-hand experience it happens even with your family who you love very dearly and so could each 

one of you. What is the reason, even though we love each other very much, that conflict happens even 

amongst those we love the most? 

You could offer up a variety of reasons. You get angry because you’re overtired and out of patience. 

Your feelings are hurt because you think you’re getting a raw deal. You just disagree with someone 

because you disagree. You can list a host of reasons i.e. you’re tired, you’re getting a raw deal, you 

disagree with someone, but are these reasons really the reasons for the conflict? They could be, but 

honestly they aren’t the only reason for the conflict. 

What is a reason for the conflict? Conflict stems from an ugly truth about yourself and those you 

interact with. You are a sinner and the people you interact with, even those who you love very dearly 

like family, are sinners too. Conflict is a direct byproduct of sin. Yes, you might be overtired, but the fact 

you’re a sinner means you lash out in anger because you don’t have the patience to deal with someone 

who is getting on your nerves. 

Yes, another family member might give you a raw deal, however the bitterness and the fact you won’t 

let go isn’t on your family member. It is on you because you are the one harboring bitterness in your 

heart while holding a grudge against someone. Disagreement in and of itself isn’t wrong, but when 

disagreement becomes personal and you viciously attack someone without reason or refuse to give an 

inch because you might not get your way, guess what? Your sinful self is showing. 

I hope these examples help you understand the ugly and unpleasant fact you are a sinner, but why make 

such a big deal about the fact you are a sinner? It is because we need to understand how much sin 

impacts everything it touches. Its ill effects impact every relationship we have on earth. Even though we 

don’t want it to, sin impacts our relationships with the people we love the most i.e. our family and our 

closest friends. Sadly, it even impacts our relationships with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Today, we are continuing to celebrate our Welcome Home series which will run throughout the month 

of November. Each week we are going to have a special focus on what it means to be welcomed home 

at St. Paul. This week, our focus is on the fact Jesus will one day welcome us home into our eternal 

home with him. Now, what does my introduction and points about being sinners and the fact sin 

damages relationships have to do with Jesus welcoming us home to our eternal home?   

We should get together more often than funerals and weddings. I mentioned people say this because 

they recognize getting together as a family is a good thing. Yet, even though it is a good thing, our family 



isn’t perfect. We are sinners and spending time with each other will reveal this painful fact about each 

other, but what if we had a home and a family where we didn’t have to deal with sin? Or people who 

hurt each other? Or a place where we never got sick of each other? Would you like this place? 

Our first lesson shows us a place where our family will never get sick of each other. “Then I saw a new 

heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no 

longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them.’” 

“They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear 

from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things 

has passed away. He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making everything new!’ Then he said, 

‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ He said to me: ‘It is done. I am the Alpha 

and the Omega, the Beginning and the End.’” 

“To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life.” Wow, does 

this sound like a home you’d want to be welcome in? It does to me. What makes it so great? It is 

because something won’t be there. What? Sin! Sin will be gone forever! What will take sin’s place? Our 

Triune God will dwell with us. I don’t think we can begin to comprehend or understand what it will be 

like for us to be in God’s presence and free from sin forever. 

However, John does try to help us understand what an eternal home free from sin will be like “Now the 

dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will 

be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death 

or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.’ He who was seated on the 

throne said, ‘I am making everything new!’” 

“Then he said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’” Wow, what an incredible 

place. God will dwell with us and what promises he makes. Those tears which sin has brought into your 

life? He is going to wipe them away from your eyes. The aches you live with every day and the pain 

which floods your hearts from things you did long ago? It will be no more. Death and mourning? A thing 

of the past because a new order, one which replaces the old, will be here. 

John, the author of Revelation, is encouraged to “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and 

true.” Are there many things you’d call trustworthy and true in your life? Or do you encounter people 

who put a “spin” on everything and you have a hard time deciding whether or not they are telling you 

the truth? What happens to your heart when all you ever receive is constant spin from people? You 

guard it because you don’t want to get hurt, right? 

Yet, what is John encouraged to do? “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” He is 

encouraged to write down these promises because they are trustworthy and true. What makes what 

John writes down more trustworthy and true than the spin people are sharing with us every day? I want 



to go back to the uncomfortable truth I was talking about earlier when I reminded you about the painful 

fact you are a sinner. 

Your heart is going to want to spin the truth I revealed that you are a sinner any number of ways, but 

you cannot hide from the truth you are sinful. I can’t hide from it either. Thankfully, God’s word is strong 

enough and clear enough that it cuts through any lies we tell ourselves and grabs a hold of us and forces 

us to admit it is true. We don’t like it because it hurts, but deep down we know it is the truth and it 

terrifies us because it reminds us there is something horribly wrong with us and we can’t fix it. 

The clarity about our condition proves God’s words are trustworthy and true, but it doesn’t do us a 

whole lot of good if the Bible is only clear about our sinfulness. We need more trustworthy truth. “I saw 

the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

beautifully dressed for her husband.” The Bible is clear we are sinful, but it is also speaks the incredibly 

clear truth that God has saved us from our sins. 

These words which John writes show us the way God has saved us. John says he sees the new Jerusalem 

coming down from heaven beautifully dressed as a bride for her husband. The Bible uses this language a 

lot to describe the relationship between Jesus and the church. The reason the Bible uses this picture a 

lot is because it describes the way Jesus looks at you. He looks at you with love and he beams to call you 

his own!  

But Jesus’ love for you isn’t merely an empty emotion. It is filled with action. Jesus chose you to be his 

own and he worked to make you his own even though he knows what flaws you have. He knows you 

harbor grudges and your heart is filled with angry rage. He knows you don’t let go of sinful bitterness 

over not getting your way. He knows all this about you, but he still chose you and delights to call you his 

own even though your heart is filled with those bad things. 

He chose to come and live amongst sinners to be our savior. He lived and walked the ways we couldn’t 

and didn’t want to live. Why? He did it in order to be able to fling open heavens doors and say, 

“Welcome home. Welcome home to a place where I have done away with sin. Welcome home to the 

best family reunion ever where you’ll never have to leave. Welcome home to a place where I will wipe 

away your tears and remove your hurts. Welcome home to heaven.” 

This is the home we look forward to when we gather at our St. Paul home with our St. Paul family. Yes, 

there are sinners here (and we hurt each other), but it is a good thing there are real sinners here 

because it means we have a real savior too. We have a real savior who loves us with a real and forgiving 

love for sinners who sin. We have a real savior who is waiting to welcome us home to the best family 

reunion ever in heaven. Amen. 


