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Luke 23:35-43 

The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save 

himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered 

him wine vinegar and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”   

There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. One of the criminals 

who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other 

criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? We are 

punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”  

Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell 

you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

  



Do you ever have a strong sense of nostalgia? Wordreference.com defines nostalgia: a sentimental 

longing for places, things, friends, or conditions belonging to the past or a wistful desire to return in 

thought or in fact to a former time in one's life, to one's home or homeland, or to one's family and 

friends; a sentimental yearning for the happiness of a former place or time or a longing for home or 

family; homesickness. 

Nostalgia is a powerful emotion. It connects our present selves with past experiences. It might be a 

certain smell like bread baking which floods you with good memories from grandma’s kitchen. Or seeing 

a certain car which brings back memories of your first kiss. It might be seeing classic reruns of your 

favorite TV show and memories of simpler times. These powerful memories take you back to a time and 

place which fills you with all kinds of warm and fuzzy feelings. 

Yet, sadly, not all memories are good nor do they produce fond memories. A woman breaks down when 

she smells whiskey because whiskey was her father’s favorite drink and she smelled it on his breath 

when he beat her as a child. A man drops his kids off at his ex-wife’s house where he is reminded every 

time that his stupidity destroyed his former marriage. The sound of a dentist drill takes you back to 

when you were seven and screaming in pain because the cavity being filled hurt so much. 

Memories are a funny thing. Sometimes you have very good memories about people and places while 

other memories hurt so much a hole which you dug to China wouldn’t be deep enough to bury them. 

We all have these memories, good and bad, which shape and fashion us into the people we are today. 

Memories also help us understand a powerful dynamic which is going on between the people who are in 

our gospel lesson. 

Our gospel lesson comes from Luke’s account of Jesus’ crucifixion. It is a powerful account where we see 

past memories interacting with the way people think and act in the present day. Our lesson begins, “The 

people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, ‘He saved others; let him save 

himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.’” First, I want us to focus on the memories of the 

Jewish leaders. 

The Jewish leaders had glorious memories of the past. They grew up hearing stories about their old 

heroes: Abraham, Moses, David and Solomon. They recalled the promises God had made to Abraham 

about being a chosen race. They followed the laws God gave to Moses with an unsurpassed zeal. They 

remembered the glorious and powerful kingdom which David and Solomon ruled over. They also 

believed God would send a Messiah who would be a combination of all these men. 

It was on these past memories which they held so dear that the Jewish leaders had pinned their hopes. 

They expected God would send someone who would restore the good old days to them because their 

present situation stunk. Their people had been taken into exile several different times. Their land had 

been overrun by foreign invaders. Currently, they were ruled by the hated Romans. They yearned for 

the glory of the good old days. 

Their yearning helps us understand their hatred of Jesus. Jesus didn’t fit their mold for a messiah. He 

said the rulers weren’t Abraham’s children, but Satan’s. He challenged and clashed with their approach 



to Moses’ laws by pointing out their passion to keep God’s law was actually passion to promote their 

own egos. Finally, Jesus didn’t try to rally an army to restore Israel’s previous military glory which it 

enjoyed under David and Solomon. Ultimately, the leaders’ nostalgia led them to reject Jesus. 

There are still more powerful memories which people in our lesson have. “One of the criminals who 

hung there hurled insults at him: ‘Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!’” One of the criminals 

had a certain memory of who the messiah should be. He thought the messiah would be able to do 

anything he wanted. Now, because of his poor life choices, the criminal really needed someone who 

could do anything he wanted.  

The criminal figured the messiah should be able to rescue himself from any situation. He could find a 

way to escape anything. Crucifixion would be a true test of the messiah’s ability to rescue himself from a 

difficult situation. Not only could the messiah rescue himself, but the criminal had an even better plan. 

Why stop at only saving himself? Why not save him too? Rescuing the man from certain death would 

only serve to enhance the messiah’s reputation and power.  

Yet, there were two criminals crucified with Jesus. The second one had much different memories. “But 

the other criminal rebuked him. ‘Don’t you fear God,’ he said, ‘since you are under the same 

sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done 

nothing wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’” What were 

this criminal’s memories we see in this story? 

The man’s words reveal he had some religious background. He remembered God doesn’t like sin and the 

fact he would call people to account for their actions. These scary memories were flooding into his heart 

because he was about to go through the terrifying experience of needing to give an account for his 

actions. Yet, God’s terrifying law wasn’t the only memory he had. He also remembered God was a 

forgiving and merciful God who promised to send a savior. 

“Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’” The Holy Spirit led the 

criminal to recognize Jesus was the Savior-King promised by God in the Old Testament. He saw the way 

Jesus acted when abuse was being heaped on him and it brought to mind the words of Isaiah 53 (a 

sheep before her shearers is silent and our sins are laid on him) and Psalm 22 (dogs encircled me and 

you can count all my bones). He heard him pray for God to forgive his enemies. 

Words which might not have meant a whole lot during his later life came flooding back to his heart at 

this desperate time and brought the urgent plea, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom.” How did Jesus respond? “Jesus answered him, ‘I tell you the truth, today you will be with 

me in paradise.’” Jesus promises the man he has nothing to fear about God’s coming judgment because 

God will have mercy on him for Jesus’ sake. 

Where do your memories about Jesus fall in our examples? Do you yearn for the good old days when 

you were absolutely certain God loved because your life fit exactly what you pictured it should be, but 

now your life has turned ugly and its ugliness left you doubting and wondering if God still remembers 



you? Do you long for a God who is able to prove himself to the doubters and silence them once and for 

all through a mighty display of his power? 

Or do you simply plead, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” I know what I’ve 

done in the past. I know I’ve tried to put you in a box by wanting you to make my life look a certain way 

and I’ve been so angry and disappointed with you that your plan didn’t match up with mine. I know my 

bitterness and disappointment with you is wrong and selfish. Therefore, I plead that you remember me, 

Lord, not my sins, when you come into your kingdom. 

Do you continue to plead, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”? Jesus, I know 

I’ve wanted you to prove yourself to the doubters and haters who have been hurting me because I don’t 

like it. Jesus, I know I’ve lusted and longed for power which you didn’t come to be crowned with. It is 

why I am begging and pleading with you not to remember my ignorant sins when I come into your 

kingdom. Instead, please remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

Yes, there are going to be times in our lives when we are disappointed with God because our plan for life 

doesn’t match up with what we wanted him to do for us. There are also going to be times when we 

selfishly wish God would prove himself to those we don’t like. These words and actions are idolatrous 

worshipping of self rather than God. Yet, may the criminal’s prayer, “Jesus, remember me when you 

come into your kingdom” never leave our lips. How come? 

The prayer Jesus, remember me, is a beggar’s prayer. It places no demands or expectations on Jesus. It 

simply asks for Jesus to remember me. Remember me and the promises which you made to me. I don’t 

want anything more than you to remember me. How will Jesus respond to such a prayer? “Jesus 

answered, ‘I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.’” Jesus responds with such an 

amazing promise. I’ll remember you and not your sins. 

I no longer remember those sins which dog and haunt you. I have expunged from your eternal record 

the sins which wake you up in the middle of the night and won’t let you fall back asleep. I have erased 

from my memory the bitterness and anger you’ve hurled towards God. I have deleted from my memory 

bank the sins which you continually beat yourself up for day after day. I have removed your guilt from 

you as far as the east is from the west. 

Remember, you? I will never forget you. Ever. It is a promise which I have every right to make to you 

because this cross kills me. It is what my Father demanded of me to pay for your sins, but I won’t stay 

dead. I will rise from the dead and assure you that your sins are forgiven. Remember you when I come 

into my kingdom?  “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” Welcome home to your 

heavenly home and my eternal kingdom. Amen. 


