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Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.  A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a 

chief tax collector and was wealthy.  He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could 

not, because of the crowd.  So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was 

coming that way.  When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down 

immediately. I must stay at your house today."  So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.  All 

the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a 'sinner.' "  But Zacchaeus 

stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if 

I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount."  Jesus said to him, 

"Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.  For the Son of 

Man came to seek and to save what was lost." 



Do you know what a person’s blind spot is? A person’s blind spot is something which a person doesn’t 

realize about themselves, but is fairly obvious to other people. It could be bad breath or problems with 

dandruff. Or they invade your personal space when you’re talking to them. Perhaps, a person has a 

problem with revealing too much information. I think you get the idea that blind spots usually aren’t a 

good thing. 

I mean I get why we have blind spots. Blind spots are usually things which make us look bad, silly, foolish 

or you fill in the blank. I don’t like spending a good deal of my time focusing on things which make me 

look silly or foolish or bad because it hurts to realize you have flaws. We don’t like spending time 

focusing on our flaws or having them exposed. It isn’t fun. It is the reason we cover them up and hide 

them rather than talk about them. 

Now, I want to take the idea about blind spots and ignoring flaws and apply it to our gospel lesson. I 

want you to see if you can tell whether or not anyone in our story is purposefully ignoring a blind spot in 

their lives. “Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of 

Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a 

short man he could not, because of the crowd.  

“So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. When 

Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must 

stay at your house today.’ So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.  All the people saw 

this and began to mutter, ‘He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner.’ But Zacchaeus stood up and said 

to the Lord,  

“‘Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody 

out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount. Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to 

this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save 

what was lost.’” Did you catch the different entities in our lesson who would be capable of having blind 

spots? 

The first entity which our lesson introduces us to is an individual person by the name of Zacchaeus. It 

says, “Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he 

was a chief tax collector and was wealthy.” Our lesson shares some important information about 

Zacchaeus. It says he is a chief tax collector and he was wealthy. It isn’t surprising Zacchaeus was rich, 

because the tax revenue where he lived, Jericho, would’ve been substantial. 

The tax revenue would have been substantial because Jericho was both a center of trade on several 

trade routes and it was an oasis where lucrative balsam trees were grown and harvested. The Romans 

considered Jericho’s tax revenue so important that they had a customs house there with several tax 

collectors. Zacchaeus was in charge of these tax collectors. Not only did his position make him rich, but 

Zacchaeus would’ve been one of the most influential men in the city. 

Tax collectors, however, didn’t have a good reputation with the Jews (things don’t change much, do 

they?). Sometimes a tax collector’s bad reputation was earned because the tax collectors would often 



extort people when paying taxes. The best way to picture the extortion is kind of like running a business 

in an area controlled by the mob. Yeah, you can have your business and earn your money, but you’re 

going to pay a portion of the profit to the mob to keep your business on their turf without getting hurt. 

Was Zacchaeus the man with a huge blind spot? Maybe, but do you think people would’ve allowed any 

of his flaws to go unnoticed? Do you think they would’ve left Zacchaeus unaware? Or do you think they 

might’ve made sure Zacchaeus was well aware of his flaws and issues? Do you think they would’ve made 

sure he knew he was a “sinner.”? Zacchaeus was one of the richest men in Jericho, but he would’ve also 

been one of the most hated.  

“All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner.’” The crowd 

reveals Jericho’s stance towards Zacchaeus. His fellow Jews would’ve gone out of their way to make sure 

this scum didn’t have any blind spots about who he was. He was a “sinner” who was worthy of mocking 

and rejection. Would Zacchaeus have a blind spot about who he was and what he deserved or would he 

be acutely aware of his flaws? 

This brings us to our second entity in need of evaluation: the crowd who is talking about Zacchaeus. We 

hear, “When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, come down 

immediately. I must stay at your house today.’ So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner.’” The crowd 

didn’t have a kind view of Zacchaeus did it? 

What about their opinion about Jesus? It wasn’t very good, was it? They start muttering about Jesus’ 

choice to go and stay with Zacchaeus. What does their muttering imply? Isn’t it a judgment about Jesus’ 

choice to stay with Zacchaeus? Isn’t it really saying, “If this guy knew any better, and he clearly doesn’t, 

he would stay as far away from this traitor as possible? Look at him. He is nothing more than a fool who 

makes poor choices in life.” 

Now, after looking at Zacchaeus and the crowd, which one do you think battled a huge blind spot about 

flaws and shortcomings? We can allow Jesus to help us decide. He says, “The Son of Man came to seek 

and to save what was lost.” Jesus says he came to seek and to save those who are lost. Who do you 

think Jesus is referring to? Zacchaeus or the crowd? Isn’t he referring to both? Yet, who knew they were 

part of the lost?  

“When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I 

must stay at your house today.’  So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. All the people 

saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner.’ ” But Zacchaeus stood up 

and said to the Lord, ‘Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have 

cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.’” 

“Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of 

Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.’” Zacchaeus clearly knew he 

was one of the lost ones Jesus was seeking. The people around him made sure he knew it, but his heart 



also knew it too. It is why he wanted to see Jesus. His heart was drawn to the love which Jesus has for 

sinners. The forgiveness granting and soul rescuing love for those bothered by their sins. 

The crowd? It had a huge blind spot didn’t it? The muttering people clearly could point out Zacchaeus’ 

need for a savior, but their own need for one? Not so much. Their reaction is quite revealing about the 

condition of their hearts. They either thought they didn’t need a savior or felt little need for one. They 

looked down on Zacchaeus and treated Jesus’ love with contempt. Their cold and uncaring hearts were 

unmoved by God’s unconditional love for all people. 

Members of the St. Paul family, who are you in this story? Do you enjoy having your sins and flaws laid 

bare? Does your heart grieve when you realize you’ve cheated people or thought you’re better than 

someone because you deem your lifestyle more moral in God’s eyes than one of a sinner? Do you 

understand the desperate need for Jesus everyone who walks through those doors has? Is your heart 

closer to Zacchaeus’ or a member of the crowds’? 

I understand it isn’t fun to be honest about your sinful condition. I get the fact the little lawyer in your 

heart wants to argue with God when you hear him saying your sin of lust is equal to the couple having 

an affair or your reputation in his eyes is equal to the town drunk. I understand it isn’t pleasant to hear 

you need to reevaluate your choices about the way you use your time because your choices to spend 

time away from Jesus rather than with him are stupid and foolish. 

I know it is hard to sometimes spend time with brothers and sisters in the faith who mutter and 

complain about you rather than support you. I get it, but I pray God blesses you with a heart like 

Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus knew he was a sinner. He was painfully aware of this fact, but do you know what 

else he knew? He knew Jesus loves sinners. He loves sinners who argue with him. Sinners who choose 

other things over him. He loves sinners who look down on others because he loves all sinners. 

St. Paul is a place where you get to hear about Jesus love for you. St. Paul is a place where you get to 

feel his love for you because St. Paul is a place where sinners are welcomed and loved by Jesus. Jesus, 

the one who forgives those and argue with him and look down on others and make poor choices in life 

about time and willfully remain blind about the fact they are sinners. Jesus forgives all of you because he 

is your savior from sin. 

Do you like being reminded you are a flawed sinner when you come to worship? No, probably not. Yet, 

our flaws magnify Jesus’ love don’t they? Jesus loves sinners. Yes, sinner, that means he loves you. Jesus 

saves sinners, yes, that means he saves you. Jesus welcomes sinners home, because he is the friend and 

savior of sinners. That is the reason you come, right? You come home to St. Paul not to be reminded of 

your sinful flaws, but to bask in Jesus’ love for you. Amen. 

 


