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Hosea 3:1-5 

The LORD said to me, "Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an 

adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred 

raisin cakes."  So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley.  Then 

I told her, "You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, 

and I will live with you."  For the Israelites will live many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or 

sacred stones, without ephod or idol.  Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the LORD their God 

and David their king. They will come trembling to the LORD and to his blessings in the last days. 

  



You want me to do what? Don’t you know what she did to me? I wouldn’t have ever gone for a woman 

like her. She was a prostitute. You asked me to go and marry her and I listened to you and I did, but I 

wasn’t a big fan of your plan. I was sure she was going to leave me or hurt me and guess what? She did. 

She left me. I moved on. I put my life back together. My heart doesn’t hurt as much anymore, and now 

you want me to take her back?  

The Lord sometimes used the lives of his Old Testament prophets to enhance their message. Hosea is 

one such prophet. “When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, ‘Go, take to 

yourself an adulterous wife and children of unfaithfulness, because the land is guilty of the vilest 

adultery in departing from the LORD.’ So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim. The LORD said to 

me, ‘Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress.’”   

The Lord asked Hosea to go and find a wife. However, this wife wasn’t going to be any old wife and his 

marriage wasn’t going to be any old marriage. Hosea’s wife and marriage were going to be a picture of 

the Lord’s relationship with the people of Israel. This picture leads the Lord to ask Hosea to make an odd 

decision about the woman he is to marry because the Lord asks Hosea to marry a prostitute. A curious 

request, but the Lord wanted Hosea to be an object lesson for his people. 

Lord, I went through with what you asked. I took her into my home. I loved her. I named the children 

with the names you wanted. I opened my heart to her, but what did it get me? It got me a lot of pain. It 

gave me a lot of heartache. She left me and went back to her previous way of life. Now, you want me to 

take her back? You want me to love her again? How can you ask me to do such a thing? Don’t you 

understand my pain? Don’t you get the hurt which I’m going through? 

“Rebuke your mother, rebuke her, for she is not my wife, and I am not her husband. She said, ‘I will go 

after my lovers, who give me my food and my water, my wool and my linen, my oil and my drink.’ She 

has not acknowledged that I was the one who gave her the grain, the new wine and oil, who lavished 

on her the silver and gold— which they used for Baal. I will punish her for the days she burned incense 

to the Baals; and went after her lovers, but me she forgot,’ declares the LORD.” 

Does it sound like the Lord wouldn’t understand Hosea’s pain? Or does it sound like someone who 

would very much understand what he is asking Hosea to do? These verses depict the Lord as a husband 

whose wife has been cheating on him. Who is his wife? The Lord indicates it is the nation of Israel. How 

has Israel been cheating on the Lord? The Israelites have been worshipping other gods and the chief 

amongst these gods was the Canaanite false god Baal.   

The Lord clearly shows us he understands what it is like to be hurt by the ones he loves, but what does 

this have to do with us who have gathered here today? Do you know how God describes you because 

are a member of the Christian church? God says you are the bride of Christ. Think about what it means 

to be the bride of Christ. How does a groom look at his bride? He beams at her doesn’t he? Isn’t he 

mesmerized by her beauty? Doesn’t he want to pinch himself to make sure it isn’t a dream? 

Yet, how do you sometimes treat Christ? Do you say his name whenever you want and however you 

want because you can or do you treat it as something sacred and precious? Do you give him your full 



and undivided heart or are there places you wish he wasn’t because you don’t want to feel guilty about 

getting drunk or the way you spend your time? Would you rather demonize those who hurt you or 

speak kindly and tenderly about them? 

Christ calls you his bride. He chases you and pursues you, but how do you and I react to his attention 

and love? Jesus, I’m going to say your name when I get mad. I can’t help it. I’m angry. Don’t judge me. I’ll 

say oh God or oh my God whenever I’m surprised because it is a saying which everyone uses. I need to 

get drunk. My life is too hard and boring. Drinking helps me escape. It frees me to loosen up and let go 

rather than watch what I say and do all the time. 

Love people who hurt me? Do you see the way they treat me? Do you see the way the treat people who 

are Christians? They ruin their lives by destroying their businesses and reputations. They clearly 

misrepresent what I have to say. They’ve hurt me so deeply. Love them? No way! They deserve every 

bad thing coming to them because they are no good! I don’t know why you ask me to show them love. 

They don’t deserve it. 

You and I might not physically bow down to other idols, but be honest. Do you always love Christ with 

your whole heart? No, each one of us has our own little idol in our heart we worship. It might be the 

way you use your tongue or the way you use alcohol or other substances or the way you view others. 

We all sin and love something more than we love Christ. Our sinful actions lead us to turn our back on 

the one who beams at us and calls us his own. 

It hurts when you realize you have hurt someone you love, doesn’t it? It hurts to realize you’ve turned 

your back on someone who beams to call you his own? It hurts to realize you are the one (not someone 

else) who is eating sacred food to another god or it is wrong to elevate your own desires ahead of Christ. 

Yet, I want you to understand that the hurt you feel is good. The guilt which is creeping into your heart is 

good. How come? It shows you care about the one who calls you his own. 

How does he look at you? “The LORD said to me, ‘Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is 

loved by another and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Israelites, though they turn to 

other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes. Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the LORD 

their God and David their king. They will come trembling to the LORD and to his blessings in the last 

days.’” 

Did it make a lot of sense for the Lord to love idolatrous Israel? No, because Israel kept turning its back 

on the Lord. Repeatedly and without reservation, but what was the Lord’s response? He still loved Israel 

even though you or I would have given up long before. It is a beautiful picture of the way the Lord still 

chases after you and me. You and I sin. We sin every day in countless ways. We sometimes knowingly 

sin. We sometimes sin without even realizing it. We just sin. 

Our sin is also deeply offensive to God, but it is why God’s love for us is senseless. He loves us even 

though we hurt him repeatedly. He loves us even though we don’t respect his name or his titles. He 

loves us when we long to get drunk and lose control of our actions. He loves us even when we demonize 



others instead of showing love to them. How can he love us? Love is who he is and he shows us the 

greatest form of his love in Christ. 

Yes, you are the bride of Christ, but do you know how you became the bride of Christ? Picture him 

waiting for his bride at the end of the aisle. What do you see when he reaches out his hand? Nail marks. 

Look closer at his head and what do you see? Scars from a crown of thorns. You know why those are 

there. They are signs of the punishment he endured because of your sins, but before you start to feel 

guilty, look at his eyes. What do you see? You see deep love for you his bride. 

He loves even though we turn our backs on him, curse his name, abuse his gifts and demonize people he 

loves, yet he still loves us. How come? It is because Jesus’ love is senseless to the sinful heart because it 

is filled with love for sinners. Sinners love to wander. They love to love themselves more than Jesus, but 

Jesus’ love is stronger. It seeks us when we wander. It calls to us when we turn our backs on him. It 

remains steadfast even though we don’t always love him with our whole heart. 

How do we respond to his love? Well, how do you respond to someone you love? You treat them with 

love and respect, right? You honor their name with your lips. You listen when they ask you to do or not 

do something. How do you treat Jesus with respect? Honor his name with praise rather than anger. 

Listen to him when he urges you to avoid drunkenness and to learn to forgive those who hurt you. He 

isn’t trying to hurt you. He is trying to help you avoid pain and suffering. 

What will you do when you invariably fail? Remember who you are. You belong to Christ. Come back to 

him and remember he still loves you even though you’ve just failed him. Does this give you free license 

to sin again? No, you don’t want to do that because you know it would abuse his love, but it also 

reminds you when you do sin, he loves you with a senseless love. He forgives you when you wander 

from him and he will forgive you every time. Amen. 


