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Luke 14:1, 7-14 

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully 

watched.  When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this 

parable:  “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person 

more distinguished than you may have been invited.  If so, the host who invited both of you will come 

and say to you, ‘Give this man your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important 

place.  But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, 

‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all your fellow guests.  

For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your 

brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid.  

But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. 

Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

  



The gospel reading a few weeks ago was the story of the Good Samaritan. The story is familiar for many 

of us. A man is beaten by robbers and left for dead on the side of the road. Two Jewish spiritual leaders 

pass by the man and don’t help him. A Samaritan man, and remember Jews and Samaritans hated each 

other, stops and has mercy on the man because he needs help. The Samaritan helps the man by caring 

for his wounds and providing shelter for him. 

Jesus’ goal with this parable was to get his listeners to think about why they helped others. Did they 

help others because they were filled with love and compassion for other people? Or did they help them 

to get something in return? He brings this same topic up to us today. Jesus has been invited to the house 

of a high ranking Jewish leader. This Jewish leader didn’t invite Jesus because he liked Jesus. He invited 

Jesus so he and his friends could watch and observe Jesus. 

Luke writes, “One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was 

being carefully watched.” The Jewish leaders wanted to watch and observe Jesus because they didn’t 

like him. They didn’t like him because he was a threat to their lifestyle. They figured by watching Jesus 

closely they could come up with an idea to get rid of Jesus. However, they weren’t the only ones making 

observations that day. 

Jesus makes a few observations too. “When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at 

the table, he told them this parable: ‘When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the 

place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. If so, the host who 

invited both of you will come and say to you, 'Give this man your seat.' Then, humiliated, you will 

have to take the least important place.’” 

“‘But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, 

'Friend, move up to a better place.' Then you will be honored in the presence of all your fellow guests. 

For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.’ Then 

Jesus said to his host, ‘When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers 

or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid.’” 

“‘But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be 

blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’” 

Jesus notices two things at this banquet. The first thing he notices is how all the guests fight over who 

gets the best spot. The second point Jesus makes is what brings us back to today’s main focus. Why do 

we help others?  

Jesus notices something when he is at this party. He sees that the man throws a big party and there are 

lots of guests there. However, Jesus does observe something else too. He notices certain people are 

missing this day. He doesn’t see any poor people there. He doesn’t see any crippled. He doesn’t see any 

lame. The only people he sees are his host’s friends. Do you know why Jesus only sees the man’s friends 

at this party? The host invited those he expected to return his invitation. 

Jesus observes that his host doesn’t use his wealth to help and show others compassion. He sees his 

host use his wealth to gain advantage for himself. He uses the people at the party to make himself look 



good in their eyes. He uses the people at the party to gain future dinner invitations. He graciously helps 

others so he can help himself. Have you ever done something like this man and what he did? Have you 

ever helped someone to help yourself? 

Have you ever done something and expected to get something back in return? Have you ever cleaned 

your room in order to get mom or dad to give you the present you really wanted? Have you ever washed 

the dishes so mom or dad would take you out for ice cream? Have you ever taken out the trash, mowed 

the lawn, fixed something around the house, done the laundry or made everyone’s favorite meal so you 

can say later, “Boy, I guess I shouldn’t have done that for you because you can’t even do this for me.”? 

I have and I know you all have too. I’ve been the kid, whose parents provide him with everything, who 

tricks his parents into giving him what he wants because he isn’t happy with what he has. I’ve been the 

spouse who schemes to get my spouse to do something because I don’t want to do it. I’ve been the 

adult who tries to control a child’s actions because they annoy me rather than showing love to the child. 

Be honest. You have too. 

What makes this terrible is we call these actions helping others, but reality says we use them to get what 

we want. These actions aren’t full of love. They aren’t full of compassion. They aren’t meant to help. 

They make love conditional. They make love empty and baseless. They take all the meaning out of our 

help. How do you think the people would feel if they knew the reason we helped them was to help 

ourselves? I would imagine they’d rightly be hurt, angry, upset and rightly so.  

Jesus’ observation of our actions cuts deep and it hurts. It hurts to have our selfish motives exposed and 

called sin. Why does he cut so deep? He does it to humble us and show us how much we need him. On 

our own we are selfish and unable to show selfless love to others. Jesus uses his law to humble us and 

show us our lack of love for each other. True love isn’t about helping others in order to use them. True 

love is helping those who can’t help themselves. 

Jesus showed us this true love. He saw how we were unable to help ourselves because we were stuck in 

our sins. He saw how we could only look to help ourselves and not others. He saw how we abuse and 

mistreat each other and he was filled with love and compassion for us. He saw and knew he was the 

only one who could do anything about it. So he did something about it. He, who is true God and doesn’t 

have or need parents, humbled himself to be born of a virgin and find protection from an earthly father. 

He laid aside the endless riches of heaven to walk this earth as a poor teacher without a home to call his 

own. He, who is true God who never gets hungry, thirsty or tired, allowed himself to become a man who 

gets hungry, thirsty and tired. He, who as true God cannot sin, was made to be sin for us and bore the 

punishment which our sins earned and deserved, so that in him we might become holy, blameless and 

innocent in God’s eyes.  

Jesus’ love for us isn’t conditional. He doesn’t say because he has taken away all our sins that instead of 

inviting all of our friends to party we should invite people who can’t pay us back. He doesn’t say because 

he humbled himself here on earth to make us holy that we better not make a mistake since his love 



might not cover all our mistakes. Instead, Jesus assures us his love for us is unconditional. It doesn’t 

depend on what we do for him. It isn’t empty or baseless.  

His love covers over every single one of our sins. His love for us is so powerful that it would cover over 

our sins a million-billion times if it needed too. His love for us is a never ending stream which flows and 

flows and flows over us. This love is the reason why we help others. We help them because we want to 

show the love which Jesus has shown us in the world. Jesus’ endless love pours into us and inspires us to 

help people out of love rather than selfish motives. 

What does this help look like? This help looks like a sister inviting her sister into her home, because her 

sister can’t take care of herself anymore. This help looks like a child washing the dishes or mowing the 

lawn to show that they love and appreciate what their parents give them. It looks like a husband fixing 

something around the house or taking out the trash so his wife doesn’t have to. It looks like a wife 

making supper or doing the laundry to spoil her husband. 

This help we offer and give shows the love which Jesus has shown us. Why do we help people? Sadly, 

sometimes we do it for selfish motives and hope to get something in return. What do we do when we 

catch ourselves doing this? Repent and ask for forgiveness. Then make the most of the opportunities 

you have to help others out of love for them. Not only is it out of love for them, but it is a way to express 

your gratitude to Jesus for his selfless love for you. Amen. 


