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Luke 12:49-53 

“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!  But I have a baptism to 

undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed!  Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, 

I tell you, but division.  From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, three 

against two and two against three.  They will be divided, father against son and son against father, 

mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and 

daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 



Do you know the story of God’s prophet Jeremiah? Jeremiah served at a very difficult time for God’s 

people. The people he was called to serve had abandoned their Lord. They had been serving other gods 

for a long time and finally God had enough of being rejected by them. He was going to use the 

Babylonian army to these people into exile. It was Jeremiah’s job to tell the people what was going to 

happen to them. Does this sound like a popular and enjoyable message to deliver? 

It wasn’t a popular message and Jeremiah’s audience brought a lot of pain into his life. In fact, Jeremiah 

is labeled the weeping prophet because of the tears which were brought on by the people he served. 

What practical temptation would have those tears brought to Jeremiah? Wouldn’t have all the pain and 

tears he cried have tempted Jeremiah to change the message which he was sharing? What better way to 

get the people to leave him alone than to give them what they wanted to hear? 

The resistance which Jeremiah faced brings to mind Jesus’ words in our gospel lesson where he is talking 

about experiencing resistance due to sharing God’s word. The resistance which people have to God’s 

word helps us to understand the question which is the focus of our sermon this morning. As a Christian, 

do you expect trouble simply because you are a Christian? In order to answer, we’ll look at Jesus’ life 

and the message he gives to us. 

Our gospel lesson finds Jesus using some rather jarring language to describe his mission on earth. “I 

have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! But I have a baptism to 

undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed! Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? 

No, I tell you, but division.” Is this the way you picture Jesus? Do you picture him as someone who came 

to bring fire and division on the earth? Usually, we don’t picture him as someone who divides and brings 

fire. It is a much different way to look at him. What would cause him to speak this way? 

We need to dig a little bit deeper to be able to understand the reason Jesus talks about bringing fire and 

division. What clues will we find when we dig deeper? One of the things which we need to understand is 

Jewish worship life at Jesus’ time. God gave them a long list of sacrifices they were to perform and 

festivals they were to observe. He gave them a specific place to worship, a tent which later became a 

temple. He had set aside a special day for them to worship him. 

Not only did he give them specific directions about their worship life, but God also pointed them to be 

on the lookout for a messiah who was going to come into the world. God gave hints throughout the Old 

Testament that this messiah would be God himself in the flesh and all of the worship life which God had 

given to the Jews was to serve one purpose. Their worship life was to point the Jews to the fact one day 

God’s messiah would come fulfill the Old Testament by sacrificing himself for them! 

These are the clues God had wanted the Jews to follow and understand, but our digging will reveal 

something a little bit different. We’ve seen one example of what happened to the Jews in our Old 

Testament lesson where we heard, “I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my 

name. They say, ‘I had a dream! I had a dream!’ How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying 

prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own minds?” 



“They think the dreams they tell one another will make my people forget my name, just as their 

fathers forgot my name through Baal worship.” The Jews at Jeremiah’s time turned their back on what 

God had to say and forgot his name. As a result, God sent them off into exile. This exile was over 500 

years before Jesus appeared on the earth. Surely, the Jews would learn from their previous mistakes and 

listen to the way God wanted them to worship, right? 

Not exactly. The Pharisees, religious experts at Jesus’ time, added all kinds of their own laws to God’s 

law in order to help them look better in God’s eyes. The Sadducees turned the priesthood which was 

entrusted to them into a political office which they wielded for political power and to try and get rich. 

The messiah they were to be looking for? He wasn’t going to come and sacrifice himself. No, he was 

going to come make Israel great again. 

Do these clues help you understand the reason Jesus speaks about fire and division in our gospel lesson? 

The Jews were comfortable with the religious system they had established and had a certain expectation 

for the way God should be doing things. Jesus, however, didn’t fit the mold of what the Jewish leaders 

wanted and when he expressed God’s true word they resisted with big time resistance. It helps us 

understand what Jesus is talking about when he says,  

“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! But I have a baptism 

to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed! Do you think I came to bring peace on 

earth? No, I tell you, but division.” The Jews thought they had a way to serve and follow God, but Jesus’ 

revelation of the truth stirred up fury and division in their hearts. God used this division to ultimately 

bring about the messiah’s sacrifice which he promised in the Old Testament. 

The interaction between the Jews and Jesus illustrates Jesus’ gospel is going to cause a reaction 

everywhere it goes in our world. It is either going to put people on team Jesus or not on team Jesus. The 

hard part is the people who are not on team Jesus bring a lot of trouble into the lives of the people who 

are on team Jesus. Jeremiah experienced it, Jesus experienced it and Jesus wants you and me to be 

ready to experience this troubling division in our own lives. 

“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! Do you think I came to 

bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. From now on there will be five in one family divided 

against each other, three against two and two against three. They will be divided, father against son 

and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against 

daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

Jesus lays out his expectation for division and trouble with some pretty stark terms doesn’t he? He calls 

his message a fire. Fire hurts because it burns and leaves scars. Yet, fire also can help. It gets rid of 

impurities and overgrowth. Jesus says his gospel is like a fire. It purifies us from our sins. It cleanses us. It 

is a good thing, but to others the gospel isn’t a good thing. They don’t want to hear they need a savior 

who forgives their sins and as a result his gospel burns them because they reject it. 

Jesus shows us the gospel is going to burn and bring division in immediate families i.e. the closest 

relationships we have on earth. It hurts when the gospel brings division in family. Some of you know it 



and have experienced it. Your hearts are distraught over the fact your loved one has been burned by sin 

and no longer views the gospel’s forgiveness as something good and cleansing, but as a threatening fire 

to the way they live their lives. The division hurts. It burns. It tempts. 

How does it tempt? Do you like to get hurt? Do you like to get burned? I don’t and isn’t that the heart of 

our temptation? I don’t want to get hurt or burned and how do I avoid it? I avoid the fire. I don’t bring it 

up with people or loved ones, but what is your heart like when you try to avoid the fire? Isn’t it flooded 

with guilt and frustration? Don’t you beat yourself up because Jesus wants you to spread his message 

and you didn’t want to do it? Guilty. 

“I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed!” Jesus completed his fiery 

baptism because you and I can’t. We’re sinful and no matter how hard we try, we will fail him. Thank 

God, Jesus did not fail us. He underwent a fiery baptism to purify and cleanse us from our sins. He has 

cleansed us from cowardice. He has purified us from panicking and running away from the opportunities 

to use the gospel’s fire. 

The gospel not only comforts us with forgiveness but it offers us reassurance. Jesus knows what it is like 

to get burned. He literally suffered in the fires of hell for you! He also knows what it is like to be burned 

by the ones he loves. One of his own disciples betrayed him. Another denied him. All of them fled. His 

own family called him crazy. Jesus knows what it is like to be burned for the gospel and he salves you by 

saying I love you when others burn you by crying out I hate you for being Christian. 

So, it is a reality which you and I who call ourselves Christians must face. We will experience trouble in 

this world because we are Christians. Jeremiah experienced it. Jesus did. You and I must expect it. I 

know it hurts. I know it burns. I can’t promise you the hurt will ever go away. It might not, but I can 

promise you that the hurt won’t last forever because one day Jesus will take you to himself where there 

will be no more division or pain or trouble. Amen. 


