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Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”  Jesus 

replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?”  Then he said to them, “Watch 

out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 

possessions.”  And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good 

crop.  He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 

“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store 

all my grain and my goods.  And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. 

Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’  “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be 

demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ “This is how it will be with 

anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.” 

 



One of my favorite movies growing up was Disney’s Aladdin. Aladdin is a love story between a princess 

and a beggar named Aladdin. One scene which stands out in my mind is when the villain in the movie 

disguises himself in order to trick Aladdin into helping him. He promises Aladdin enough wealth to 

impress the princess, but Aladdin says he can’t marry the princess because he isn’t a prince. The villain 

responds by saying his version of the golden rule, “Whoever has the gold makes the rules.” 

The villain Jafar’s golden rule is still believed by many people in our world today. Some people think 

politicians are simply bought off by the highest bidder. Some think the top 1% get to make the rules 

which favor themselves over the other 99% which leads the 99% to complain about injustice and a lack 

of fairness in the world. This complaint leads people to look for politicians who promise to tax the rich 

and distribute their riches to the poor. 

This just in: the complaint that the rich have it better off in life isn’t a new one. The less fortunate have 

been jealous and complaining about those who are better off for thousands of years.  Our gospel lesson 

today shows us one such man. Luke introduces us to him through a story about Jesus teaching a crowd 

of thousands when this man speaks up over the crowd. “Someone in the crowd said to (Jesus), 

‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.’”  

This man feels cheated by his brother and wants Jesus’ help. It might sound odd to us, but it wasn’t 

uncommon to ask religious teachers in Jesus day for this kind of help. They fancied themselves as 

experts in the law and helped in these disputes quite often. Should we follow this man’s example and 

look to Jesus to solve our financial injustices? He is all-knowing and the rich sometimes use their money 

to gain power over others. He will do something about it, right? 

 “Jesus replied, ‘Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?’” Jesus responds rather 

harshly to this man who wants his help. Why? Jesus knew it wasn’t his place to get involved with this 

family dispute over money because he didn’t come to earth to settle family disputes about money. Jesus 

knew there was court system this man could go through to try and settle this dispute with his brother.  

How do you think Jesus would respond to our complaints about financial injustice? Would he rally to our 

cause or would he respond harshly to our complaints towards the rich? “Jesus replied, ‘Man, who 

appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?’” We too need to remember Jesus isn’t our judge 

who will right all of our financial injustices. Yes, people may treat us unfairly, but it isn’t Jesus’ job to 

correct these wrongs. We also have a court system which can help right financial wrongs. 

Why is Jesus so adamant about not being a financial judge? His follow up to the man’s request gives us a 

clue. “Then he said to them, ‘Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does 

not consist in the abundance of his possessions.’” Jesus knows there are financial injustices in the 

world. He knows people can cheat and take advantage of others. Yet, he also knows human hearts can 

often become jealous of others who have nice things. 

Jesus’ warning against greed and jealousy reminds us our life is about more than just stuff. Jesus is 

pointing out there is a deeper danger which exists when we become filled with greed, jealousy and 

making our life all about getting stuff. What is the deeper danger which lurks close to greed, jealousy 



and thinking our life consists in the abundance of our possessions? Jesus illustrates the reason in a 

parable for us. 

“And he told them this parable: ‘The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. He thought 

to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will 

tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I’ll 

say to myself, ‘You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be 

merry.’” 

Jesus tells a parable about a man who is very successful in life. He is a prosperous farmer and one year 

he has an especially big crop. Yet, the man has an issue. Did you catch it? It isn’t the fact he was rich. 

God was the one who had blessed him with his riches. What was his issue? Did you hear any love for 

God in his heart at all? You won’t because the rich man had made money his god. He sought peace, 

security and satisfaction from the abundance of his possessions rather than in God.  

What great danger did the man put himself in? “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life 

will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’” The rich man’s 

greed cost him his soul. He had been extremely blessed in life, but where would he spend eternity? He 

was going to a place of torment and pain filled with the eternal regret of making money his god. The 

man’s reality is the reason Jesus warns us about greed, jealousy and a limitless quest for possessions. 

How should this reality impact our view of Jesus? It is an eye opener for sure. It helps us understand 

when we only look to Jesus to be our advocate and arbiter against the rich who have wronged us that 

we love our money or possessions more than we love him. A Jesus who settles earthly disputes about 

money is a judge who does us no good. A Jesus who is an arbiter who gives us what we think is fair 

doesn’t do us any good either. What kind of Jesus will do us good? 

We don’t need a Jesus who is a judge. We don’t need a Jesus who is an arbiter. We need a Jesus who is 

focused on being a savior. We can hear the intensity of his focus in our lesson today. “Jesus replied, 

‘Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you? A man’s life does not consist in the 

abundance of his possessions.’” Jesus knew he hadn’t come to this world to be a judge or an arbiter or 

to make his followers rich. 

He knew he had come to this world to save people. This meant staying focused on his mission as savior 

at all times during his life on earth. He couldn’t afford to get distracted by petty squabbles between 

brothers. He couldn’t take the time to settle silly disputes for people. He needed to fulfill God’s holy will 

here on earth and spread the good news saying he was fulfilling God’s holy will here on earth. This is 

why he taught the people rather than settle the man’s dispute. 

Jesus kept his focus on our eternal well-being during his life on earth. He perfectly followed God’s law in 

our place by honoring God with his whole heart. He elevated love for his father and for us above a love 

of money or a life of ease on earth. He wasn’t jealous of people who had a place to lay their heads at 

night while he didn’t have anything. He rejoiced at the blessings which God poured out on people rather 

than trying to coerce them into giving their possessions away. 



His love for us drove him to even give up his very life to ensure heaven would be ours. Jesus’ life, death 

and resurrection guarantee our sins of jealousy, envy, greed and a pursuit of stuff rather than him have 

been forgiven. God no longer looks at us and sees people who are filled with jealousy. He sees Jesus. He 

doesn’t see people who are caught in greed’s trap. He sees Jesus. He doesn’t see people who elevate 

stuff over him. He sees people who pursue him through Jesus. 

How should this reality influence us? Jesus’ words, “A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of 

his possessions” open the door to a reality where our worth in life isn’t defined by our wealth or our 

stuff. Our worth in life is defined by our relationship with him. We might be rich or poor. We might be 

oppressed by the rich who make the rules or we might not, but our value in life isn’t defined by earthly 

wealth. Our lives have value because we belong to Jesus. 

We can’t find anything better than belonging to Christ in this world. Yet, our reality in Christ doesn’t 

mean our lives will be devoid of strife and struggle. The world doesn’t value Christians. It rejects them 

and calls us worthless. Our sinful nature feeds on this rejection and tries to blind us to the value we have 

in Christ. It leads us to seek comfort and security in money or goods. Places where we will only find 

backstabbing and continuous quest for more rather than security. 

What can beat back these attacks? A healthy reminder from Jesus, “A man’s life does not consist in the 

abundance of his possessions.” Our value in this world isn’t defined by the stuff we have in this life. Our 

value in this world is defined by who we are. We are Christ’s children who have been purchased and 

redeemed by his blood. Our lives are valuable because we belong to Christ. Treasure this truth and 

rejoice in the true value Christ has given us. Amen. 


