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Luke 9:51-62 

As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.  And he 

sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; but the people 

there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem.  When the disciples James and John 

saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” But Jesus 

turned and rebuked them, and they went to another village. 

As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” Jesus 

replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his 

head.” 

He said to another man, “Follow me.” But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 

Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family.” Jesus 

replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 

 

  



I want you to picture this scene. It is a group of people talking. You aren’t sure what it is about, but the 

topic is rather heated. Hands are flying everywhere. Faces are scrunching up and turning red. Feet are 

being stomped. Voices, oh the voices, have gone from a whisper to shouting. Finally, the argument ends 

with one group walking away laughing and the other group in tears. What might be going through the 

minds of those in tears? Just wait until those jerks get what is coming to them. 

Ever been there? I have. Humiliation and hurt lead to thoughts of getting even or those mean people 

getting what they deserve. It is human nature and something which is common to all of us. It is an 

attitude which has been around for thousands of years. “As the time approached for him to be taken 

up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. And he sent messengers on ahead, who went 

into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him.”  

Our gospel lesson finds Jesus traveling from the northern part of Palestine to Jerusalem which is in the 

southern part. It should be an easy journey, but there is a little bit of an issue. Jews live in the northern 

third and in the southern third, but the middle isn’t filled with Jews. It is filled with Samaritans. 

Samaritans weren’t fully Jews, but they weren’t quite pagans either. They kind of worshipped the true 

God and had heard about his promised savior, but they weren’t fully devoted to him.  

The Samaritans lived in between the two groups of Jews and it meant Jews from the north who wanted 

to journey south needed to do one of two things to get to Jerusalem. They could go through Samaria or 

go around it. Jesus on this journey to Jerusalem decided to go through Samaria and he needed a place to 

stay. He sends some messengers to get things ready for him. What happens? “But the people there did 

not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem.” 

The Samaritans reject him. They tell Jesus that he is not welcome and run his messengers out of town. 

We don’t know the exact reason they rejected Jesus, but they did and this rejection led James and John 

to a reaction which many people who have been hurt and humiliated are familiar with. “When the 

disciples James and John saw this, they asked, ‘Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to 

destroy them?’” 

James and John are hurt by the Samaritans rejection, but what upsets them more is the fact that these 

people are rejecting Jesus. Don’t they know who they are rejecting? How could they treat Jesus this 

way? Their anger and hurt leads them to a strong suggestion. They want to call down fire from heaven 

and destroy this town because these people have really earned and deserve it since they rejected Jesus. 

James and John’s frustration led them to seek revenge against the Samaritans. They even tried to make 

their revenge sound righteous by pointing out the fact the Samaritans had rejected Jesus. It would only 

be fair for them to get what was coming to them. Yet, is their attitude really any different than the 

person who mumbles through their tears, “Just wait until those jerks get what is coming to them.”? No, 

there really isn’t a difference between the two.  

Ok, you get it and understand that human nature really hasn’t changed in two thousand years, but what 

about me? What can this lesson actually teach and help me with in my life right now? Well, how often 

do you find yourself rejected by someone simply because you are a Christian? How many times do 



people give you the side eye or an eye roll or shake their head at you because you are a Christian and 

embrace Christian morals?  

How many times do people sigh or make a snide comment when you suggest getting drunk or cutting 

someone down behind their back isn’t the good Christian thing to do? How many times do you simply go 

along with the flow because you don’t want to be outed as a Christian and experience the rejection 

which goes along with it? It isn’t fun when people reject us. Side eyes, rolling eyes, shaking heads, 

demeaning sighs and snide comments hurt because their goal is to hurt. 

This hurt adds up over time and our sinful nature has an aversion to hurt. It doesn’t like pain and it 

causes us to go out of our way to simply avoid pain at all cost. It even makes us go along with the flow 

and hide our Christianity because we are scared to be outed as Christians. Yet, what do we do when the 

inevitable pain happens simply because we are Christians comes? We don’t like it and we comfort 

ourselves with the thought of that person getting what they deserve. 

Sadly, we even take it one step farther and excuse our behavior because we are Christians. I can have 

those thoughts about the person because they are picking on Christian me for being a Christian. One day 

God will give them what they deserve and I can’t wait to see it. Sound fair and God pleasing? “As the 

time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. And he sent 

messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him.” 

“But the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. When the 

disciples James and John saw this, they asked, ‘Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to 

destroy them?’ But Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they went to another village.” James and 

John thought so and brought this request to Jesus, but he had none of it. Jesus rebuked them and 

pointed out their request (and ours too) was nothing more than a desire for sinful revenge. 

How can Jesus do this? How can he hurt me like this? He rebukes our sinful quest for revenge because it 

puts us in God’s place rather than trusting him and his justice. There will come a time and a place when 

God will exact his revenge on his enemies, but we don’t get to decide the time or place. What comfort 

does this give to the hurting heart? Not much, but I want to share with you something which will 

comfort your hurting heart and knock down your frustration. 

A few of the manuscripts (the ancient recordings of the Bible) add some extra words to Jesus’ rebuke of 

James and John. I want to share them with you. “When the disciples James and John saw this, they 

asked, ‘Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?’ But Jesus turned and 

rebuked them, and said, ‘You do not know what kind of spirit you are of, for the Son of Man did not 

come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.’ And they went to another village.” 

Jesus points out James and John sin, but did you notice what else he told them? He said, “The Son of 

Man did not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.” Jesus tells them he didn’t come to this 

world to destroy lives. He didn’t come to call fire down on people. He came to save people. It hurt Jesus 

when these people rejected him and wanted nothing to do with him. It hurts Jesus when his followers 

are mistreated whether they are right there with him or today. 



Yes, it hurt him to be rejected and to have his followers rejected, but he didn’t write those people off. 

He came to save them and he would save them by dying on the cross for them. He knew they hated him 

and had rejected him, but he still died for them because he loved them. Jesus showed the ultimate form 

of patience and love by dying to forgive the sins of those who had rejected him. These people didn’t do 

anything to deserve his love, but Jesus’ death shows us what grace is. It is God’s love for the unlovable. 

I’ve talked about Jesus’ patience and love for his enemies, but what about the people who call 

themselves his followers? What does it mean for us? It means everything. “The Son of Man did not 

come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.” Jesus came into this world to save the lives of his 

followers too. Jesus’ death has paid for our sins too. It covers over our sinful desire for revenge. It covers 

over our sins of timidity and fear of being outed as one of Jesus’ followers.  

Jesus’ death has atoned for our failures. This news is priceless and it is also liberating because it frees us 

from thoughts of revenge against someone who has wronged us. We no longer need to be held captive 

by the thought that the person who has wronged us is nothing more than our enemy. This person is a 

blood bought soul of Jesus. It frees us to pray for those who hurt us and walk away from the hurt which 

they try to inflict on us. 

Yes, it will hurt when people reject us and sadly we will still do our best to avoid hurt and rejection 

which comes from being one of Jesus’ followers. Yet, when this happens we don’t comfort ourselves 

with thoughts of revenge when someone rejects us or endlessly beat ourselves up because we lacked 

the courage to be marked as one of Jesus’ believers. What should we do instead? We go to our savior 

and seek his patience and he will remind us, “The Son of Man (came) to save us.” Amen. 


