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Luke 11:1-13 

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, 

teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” He said to them, “When you pray, say: “‘Father, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins,  for 

we also forgive everyone who sins against us 

And lead us not into temptation.’” 

 Then he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 

‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread,  because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have 

nothing to set before him.’ “Then the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, 

and my children are with me in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, though he will not 

get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man’s boldness he will get up 

and give him as much as he needs. 

 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened 

to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be 

opened. “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead?  Or if he asks for 

an egg, will give him a scorpion?  If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

 

 

  



Your prayers don’t work. Has anyone filled with frustration ever lobbed this quote at you when 

something bad happens? Sadly, you know the drill by now. A mass shooting happens. People are filled 

with grief and rage. What do you do? Some Christians publicly pray for the victims and for God to stop 

the violence while some unbelievers get mad. They rage, “Your prayers don’t work!” What is their proof 

prayer doesn’t work? The mass shootings keep happening.  

The unbeliever’s attacks hurt don’t they? You don’t enjoy seeing people die. You believe God has the 

power to curb these wicked acts and you ask him in prayer to curb them, but they keep happening. How 

come? They hurt people, they lead others to mock God and they just don’t make sense. Why do they 

keep happening? Do you understand the prayer struggle I’m talking about? It’s illustrative of the fact 

prayer isn’t easy. It is hard work.  

Do you want to know who else struggled with prayer? Jesus’ disciples did. Jesus’ closest associates, men 

who were with him day in and day out, struggled with their prayer lives and do you know what this 

struggle led them to do? They asked Jesus for help. “One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. 

When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his 

disciples.’” 

Jesus’ disciple comes to him and asks for help with prayer. How does Jesus respond? “He said to them, 

‘When you pray, say: ‘Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into 

temptation.’” Do these words sound familiar? Of course they do! We say them every week because 

Jesus responds by sharing what we now call the Lord’s Prayer. 

We say the Lord’s Prayer every week at church. We study it in confirmation class. You might be like my 

family and say it after devotions at home. Christians use this prayer a lot and with good reason: Jesus 

gave it to us! It is literally the perfect prayer. It also has something to teach us about prayer. If I were to 

ask you, what is the main focus of the Lord’s Prayer? Where does Jesus turn and direct our thoughts? 

Does he focus us on earthly things or heavenly things? 

 “He said to them, ‘When you pray, say: ‘Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. Give us 

each day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And 

lead us not into temptation.’” Doesn’t he focus us a lot on heavenly things? Jesus urges us to ask God’s 

name be kept holy, his kingdom come (i.e. believers live as his children in the world), that we forgive like 

we’ve been forgiven and he keep temptation away from us. Lots of heavenly things, right? 

Might this be a reason why we struggle with prayer? Where do your prayers tend to focus? Are your 

prayers often focused on heavenly things or earthly things? I’ll be honest this is one area where I 

struggle. My prayers can often become very earthly focused. I don’t know how much time I spend 

praying for heavenly things. I pray for health, for my family, for church members, for peace and healing 

in our country, but heavenly things? I just don’t know. 

Do you face a similar struggle? Or maybe your struggle is you don’t even know what to pray for and so 

you don’t. What makes prayer and being able to focus our prayers on heavenly things so hard? I want to 



go back to my introduction. Where does the frustration of the phrase, “Your prayers don’t work” come 

from? Well, isn’t the phrase “your prayers don’t work” actually short for “your prayers don’t work 

because he doesn’t do what you ask or you want him to do”? 

When you honestly stop and think about it saying your prayers don’t work because God doesn’t do what 

you want him to do is rather selfish. How come? The attitude is selfish since it says to God that I know 

better than you do God. Or God, if you let me, I would do a better job than you. We really need to put a 

label on this selfish attitude: it is sinful behavior which worships oneself rather than God. Are 

unbelievers the only ones guilty of these selfish thoughts? 

Sadly, no, they are not. You and I are guilty of them too. One of the reasons I struggle with prayer is 

because I am a sinner. My prayers are often very me focused and on what I want. I pray to stay healthy 

because I don’t want to be sick. I pray for sick people to get better because I don’t want to say good bye. 

I pray for peace in the world because I want to live in safety. Are these things wrong to pray for? No, but 

am I really laying things into God’s hands or am I trying to argue him into seeing it my way? 

Are you getting the sense that prayer really is a battle? That it is hard work? We want to pray, but what 

is our motivation? Are we letting God handle things or are we trying to control him to do what we want? 

What if we’re guilty of trying to control God with our prayers? What if we get angry and upset because 

we don’t think God answers prayers or we think we could do a better job than him? Repent. Confess 

your sins and trust in God’s forgiveness which he gives you through Christ. 

Jesus was tempted in his prayer life. He was tempted to pray and turn stones into bread, to throw 

himself down from the temple and ask God to rescue him and to pray to Satan. Jesus was tempted to 

sin, but he didn’t because he is our savior. He prayed the perfect prayers for you to forgive you for all 

the selfish prayers you’ve ever prayed. He prayed, “Not my will, but yours be done” to forgive you for 

trying to argue and manipulate God into doing what you want.  

What does Jesus’ forgiveness mean for you? It means you have the freedom and ability to pray to God 

because you are his forgiven child. Jesus illustrates what your freedom gives you with the story he 

shares. “Then he said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and 

says, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, 

and I have nothing to set before him.’” 

“Then the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with 

me in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the 

bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man’s boldness he will get up and give him as much 

as he needs. So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 

will be opened to you.” 

“For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be 

opened.” Kind of an odd story, isn’t it? A man has a friend show up at midnight. He is asking for bread 

because he has none at home. How would you have reacted? Dude, don’t you know what time it is? I’m 



in bed. The security system is on. I’m going to wake the kids up. Go away! This is exactly how the man in 

the story responds, but his friend doesn’t get the hint and leave. He keeps pounding the door. 

What’s the point? God wants us to have this man’s boldness in prayer. He wants us to understand we 

are his children. He loves hearing from us and he wants us to pray to him at any time and about 

anything. No request is too silly. No request is too bold. No request is beneath him. He wants us to bring 

our requests to him without fear or worry that he isn’t listening or he is unable to answer and when he 

doesn’t seem to answer what does he want us to do? Keep praying and praying and praying. 

What should our attitude be when we pray? “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give 

him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are 

evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the 

Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” He wants us to be confident that God will answer. Not only will he 

answer, but he will give us what is best for us! 

What message do our repeated prayers send? Our prayers convey our trust in our God. They say we 

believe he has the power to answer them and he will answer them in the best way possible. Yet, that’s 

the rub isn’t it? We believe God has the power to answer prayers, but we have a hard time trusting he 

will answer in the manner which he thinks is best rather than the way we think is best. Praying for 

heavenly things and for God’s will to be done is hard work. 

What do I mean? Well, when you hear someone is sick with cancer or suffered a massive stroke what is 

the first thing you pray for? You pray for them to get better, don’t you? Wonderful prayer, don’t get me 

wrong, but I hope you understand this is only one possible good God pleasing outcome. What would be 

another God pleasing outcome? Wouldn’t another God pleasing outcome be that God calls his child out 

of this world and into eternal rest with him?  

We don’t always think about this outcome, do we? Yet, isn’t this the best possible outcome we could 

hope for? A believer going to their heavenly home? It is a hard truth and one which requires a lot of 

Christian maturity to understand the Lord uses death to deliver his children to himself. Where does the 

maturity come from? “How much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who 

ask him!” The maturity comes from the Lord who sends his Holy Spirit to teach us this truth. 

Your prayers don’t work! Yes, at times it feels like this angry and frustrated cry is true, but as Christians 

we need to understand what the Lord is teaching us in prayer. He wants us to come to him with 

boldness and confidence, but he also wants us to understand where our focus should be. He wants us to 

focus on heavenly things and understand he is in control. He will do and allow what is best for us. Even 

when what is best doesn’t make much sense to us. God bless your hard work of praying to him. Amen. 


