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On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to 

inherit eternal life?" "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" He answered: " 

'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 

your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"  

"You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." But he wanted to justify himself, 

so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from 

Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him 

and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he 

saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 

passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he 

saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then 

he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out 

two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will 

reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'  

"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" The 

expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise." 



What is the reason God loves you? I understand this question is pretty wide open, but I want you to stop 

and think about it for a moment. What is the reason God loves you? I pray as confessional Lutherans we 

say God loves us because of Jesus and what he has done for us. He lived a perfect life on this earth, died 

on a cross and rose from the dead. He did all of this on our behalf and to win God’s love for us! 

Yet, a lot of people (including a good deal of Bible believing confessional Lutherans) often struggle with 

the question about the reason God loves them. Honestly, the wrong answer comes from the same place. 

It doesn’t matter whether you are a Christian who has become mixed up about the reason God loves 

you or you never truly knew the reason God loves you, but the reason someone struggles with whether 

or not God loves them is that they look for his love in the wrong place. 

Our gospel lesson introduces us to a man who is looking in the wrong place for God’s love. “On one 

occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he asked, ‘what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?’ ‘What is written in the Law?’ he replied. ‘How do you read it?’ He answered: ‘Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 

mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

“‘You have answered correctly,’ Jesus replied. ‘Do this and you will live.’” Our gospel lesson comes on 

the heels of Jesus commissioning of his 72 disciples. These disciples had returned and he was 

“debriefing” with them after their mission. It seems to have been a public setting and the expert in the 

law was listening in on the conversation. He is a bit puzzled by what Jesus is sharing with his disciples. 

What was he puzzled about? He was puzzled about the way to get eternal life. 

The expert asks Jesus about the way to eternal life. Jesus, however, doesn’t answer him directly. 

Instead, Jesus decides to ask the man a question because he wants the man to discover the answer for 

himself. What is Jesus’ question? He asks the man what God’s word has to say about the subject. This 

question is right in the expert’s wheelhouse. He knows the Bible backwards and forwards. He uses this 

encyclopedic knowledge of the Bible to come up with a quote. 

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with 

all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” The man reaches into his memory banks and 

finds two quotes. The first comes from Deuteronomy 6 and the second comes from Leviticus 19. The 

man believes the path to eternal life comes through loving God and loving your neighbor. Jesus confirms 

the man’s answer is correct. “‘You have answered correctly,’ Jesus replied. ‘Do this and you will live.’” 

Jesus confirms the man’s answer. However, even though he knows the right answer, the man’s reply to 

Jesus reveals he is still struggling with following the command. “But he wanted to justify himself, so he 

asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’” The man’s reply reveals an internal struggle going on. He 

knows the right answer, but he wants Jesus to confirm for him that he is doing enough to be saved. The 

question is dogging him and won’t let him go. 

Jesus responds not by telling the man who his neighbor is, but rather by telling him a story. “In reply 

Jesus said: ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. 

They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened 



to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a 

Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.’” 

“But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on 

him. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his 

own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two silver coins and 

gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any 

extra expense you may have.’” 

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 

Jesus tells the familiar story of the Good Samaritan. A man falls into the hands of robbers. He is beaten 

and left for dead. Two individuals have the chance to help. One is a priest and the other a Levite. These 

men would have been just like the expert. Their profession was to literally work with God’s word. How 

do they react when they see the man? They ignore them. 

Finally, a Samaritan comes by. Jews and Samaritans didn’t like each other. The closest comparison for 

the intense dislike each race had for each other I can come up with is the disdain some people have for 

President Trump. The relationship wasn’t good, but what do we see the Samaritan do? He tends to the 

man’s wounds, loads him on his own animal, takes him to an inn and gives the innkeeper a blank check 

to take care of the complete stranger he found on the road. 

Which one had acted like the man’s neighbor? “The expert in the law replied, ‘The one who had mercy 

on him.’ Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise.’” The man responds correctly. What was the point of 

Jesus’ story? His point was, if you wanted to be saved, your love and compassion towards people you 

come into contact with needs to match the Samaritan’s compassion in the story. No questions asked. 

Do you understand the magnitude of what Jesus just said? You know the annoying person who posts all 

kinds of nasty political things on Facebook or Twitter? This person is worthy of love and compassion. Or 

the person you like to cut down because of their skin color of a physical malady? Worthy of love and 

compassion. The person who hurt you? Yep. People you feel are unworthy of love and compassion? Yep. 

Sound possible? No, impossible doesn’t even come close to what Jesus is asking you to do. 

I would imagine you might be feeling overwhelmed or frustrated by Jesus’ words, Good, I’m glad 

because it demonstrates you are a sinner. You are not worthy to gain eternal life. Nor am I. No sinner 

can earn eternal life or is worthy of God’s love. Heavy words to hear about yourself. Painful words to be 

sure. Yet, do you remember what I asked you in the beginning of my sermon? What is the reason God 

loves you?  

The reason God loves is because of Jesus. I want to share a word with you from Jesus’ story. The word 

comes from the Samaritan’s reaction to the man who was beaten. “But a Samaritan, as he traveled, 

came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.” I want to center on the words 

took pity on him. The Greek for this phrase is actually only one word and it is a super colorful word in 

Greek.  



Have you ever heard the expression “it tears me up inside” or “it breaks my heart” to see something? 

The place where we get those expressions comes from this Greek word. Jesus is saying the Samaritan 

was torn up inside by the beaten man’s condition. It broke the Samaritan’s heart to see what happened 

to the man. It is a colorful and powerful expression of compassion, but do you know who else the Bible 

uses this word in connection with?  

The Bible connects it to Jesus and the way he views sinners. Jesus sees what sin does to people. He sees 

the way it destroys relationships. He sees the horrible things people call each other. He sees the wounds 

it inflicts on people and it tears him up on the inside because people’s sin separates and drives them 

away from God and unless something dramatically changes this separation will eventually lead to 

eternal separation from God. 

Our condition tore Jesus up inside and it led him into action. Our sinful condition compelled him to come 

to earth and show us the perfect and selfless love which we were incapable of showing to others. Jesus 

showed perfect love to those who hated him. He never spoke a selfish word. He never cruelly cut 

someone down. He never thought he was better than someone or someone was more deserving of his 

love. He never harbored ill will towards someone who spoke badly of him. 

What was the reason he didn’t do any of these things? He didn’t do these things because you and I do 

them. We commit these sins over and over and over again, but thanks be to God that Jesus did not. 

What does it mean for us? It means when God looks at us he no longer sees our sin. He sees Jesus’ 

perfection. He sees the fact Jesus was torn up over our sinful condition and whose love moved him to 

tell his Father to look at him rather than look at our sinful words and actions. 

How did God allow Jesus to make this deal? He demanded our sins beat Jesus up and hang him on a 

cross. Jesus’ death on a cross was the only way for God to allow us to be declared holy. It was the only 

way for him to be able to love us. The reason God loves you is because Jesus had compassion on you. 

The reason you and I have eternal life is because Jesus has won it for us. The news is truly liberating and 

wonderful and it begs the question: how does one respond? 

The Good Samaritan provides Jesus followers with a wonderful example. We have been set free to 

respond with love towards others. The love can take different forms. It might be responding to one’s 

physical needs like Samaritan did. It might be responding to someone’s emotional needs and being there 

for them when they are hurting. Or learning to be patient with someone who is different. Or even to be 

willing to help someone who votes differently and has a different world view than you do. 

Our sinful nature will howl at such a response. Show love to those who hurt me or are different or aren’t 

worthy to be loved? Forget it! They don’t show me love. Yes, our sinful nature will howl and complain, 

but Jesus’ love is stronger. Not only does it inspire us to serve others, but it empowers us to serve 

others. Jesus’ love gives us eternal life and the benefits are benefits we don’t want to keep to ourselves. 

I pray Jesus’ love empowers you to love others and care for their physical and spiritual needs. Amen. 


