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Luke 7:11-17 

Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with 

him.  As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, 

and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her.  When the Lord saw her, his heart 

went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.” 

Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to 
you, get up!”  The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. 

They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has appeared among us,” they said. 
“God has come to help his people.”  This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding 

country. 

 

  



What would you say to each of these people in these situations? What would you say to the 

kindergartner whose best friend just moved to another state? Or to the teenager who just failed their 

driver’s test? Or to the adult who was passed over for a promotion they really had their heart set on? 

What would you say to the person who has their furnace go out on them during the coldest night of the 

year? What would you say? 

Odds are you could come up with something to say in each of these situations, but what do you say 

when an answer isn’t easy to come up with? A situation where you can’t come up with words or actions 

at all because you don’t have any idea what to do or say and no matter how hard you try? A situation 

where you are at a loss what to say or do? Our lesson for today gives us an example of one such 

situation.  

Our lesson takes place today at the town gate of Nain. This is the only time the Bible tells us about the 

town of Nain and it is the scene of incredibly difficult situation. “Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town 

called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with him. As he approached the town gate, 

a dead person was being carried out--the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large 

crowd from the town was with her.” 

Could you imagine being part of the crowd walking out from the town? You are going to bury someone 

you normally wouldn’t think about burying because he is a young man. As sad and as heart breaking as 

this is, there is another part to the story, one which turns the knife deeper and makes the hurt worse. 

What is it? The woman was already a widow and now she had just lost her one and only child. I think we 

need some more information to help us fully understand what this woman was up against. 

Men at this time were the only breadwinners and providers for their families. Woman didn’t work 

outside of the home and earn any income for the family. This woman had already lost her husband and 

his ability to support her, but at least she had her son to support and take care of her. Now, however, 

her son had died too. She had zero means of income and was living in a society where social security and 

welfare didn’t exist. What would you say to her? What could you say to her? 

Would you say, “I’m sorry for your loss. Please, let me know if there is anything I can do to help.”? 

Would you try and comfort her and reassure her everything is going to be ok? What would you say if her 

reaction was filled with anger and bitterness like the woman from our Old Testament reading who 

lashes out against Elijah by saying, “What do you have against me, man of God? Did you come to 

remind me of my sin and kill my son?” 

Death isn’t a pleasant thing to face. It brings anger, frustration, helplessness, hopelessness and the awful 

finality of separation which can’t be reversed. Death has brought untold amounts of suffering into this 

world and quite honestly there isn’t really much you can say to someone who has lost a loved one. How 

come? It is because you can’t do the one thing which the person who has lost a loved one wants more 

than anything in this world: bring the person back to life. 

How should we act when we bump up against this reality called death? You might think to yourself, “I 

really do care about this woman and how she feels, but I’m glad it isn’t me or someone I love who died. 



I’m younger and in good health. I eat right. I exercise. I don’t drink or smoke. I won’t have to deal with 

this reality called death for a while and most of my friends and relatives are the same. I know God loves 

me and he wouldn’t allow something bad and nasty like someone I love dying to happen to me.” 

I must admit it is easy to fall into this trap because death isn’t pleasant to think about. Yet, we shouldn’t 

be naïve about its ability to strike. How come? Exactly seven years ago today, July 7, 2012, started off 

just like any other day Saturday I’ve ever experienced in my life. Michelle and I were dating and just 

finished vacation to see one of her friends in Colorado and my family in Minnesota and a couple of 

weddings in Milwaukee.  

We were finishing the trip by having lunch with one of my shut in members in Menominee, Michigan. 

We left Milwaukee to go to Menominee. We stopped in Green Bay for gas before getting onto US 41 to 

head north to Upper Michigan. Holiday traffic was heavy and we’d already seen several speeders pulled 

over. We merged onto US 41 and saw more flashing lights. I remarked that there was another person 

being pulled over. 

What I didn’t know is those flashing lights were part of a police chase which changed our lives forever. 

The police officer chasing the suspect lost control of his car and I knew instantly he was going to hit us 

and my life flashed before my eyes. It hit me right then and there that I would be kidding myself to 

believe I had control over when and where Michelle or I would die. Honestly, it didn’t matter how 

young, healthy or otherwise we were. If the Lord wanted to call us home he would call us home. 

What if instead of a car accident you, or someone you love, gets cancer or suddenly dies of a heart 

attack? How do you feel? You can become angry with God and frustrated because he allowed something 

terrible and horrible to your loved one and he didn’t do anything to stop it. Or we ask, “What did I do to 

deserve this God? I’m a good Christian. I go to church. I pray. I read your word. I’m kind to others. I help 

others when they have troubles, but you still allowed this to happen to me. Why me?” 

But is blaming God because he didn’t prevent an accident, cancer or a heart attack or trying to convince 

him since we are good Christians because we serve him by going to church or praying to him he 

shouldn’t have allowed this mess to happen really fair to God? Or is it our way of telling God we could 

do it better than him? Blaming God or trying to convince him that he should have prevented something 

is actually telling God we could do his job better and is the sin of idolatry. 

Why then does God allow these terrible things to happen in our lives? “Soon afterward, Jesus went to a 

town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with him.  As he approached the 

town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. 

And a large crowd from the town was with her.  When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and 

he said, ‘Don’t cry.’” 

“Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, ‘Young man, I say 

to you, get up!’ The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. They 

were all filled with awe and praised God. ‘A great prophet has appeared among us,’ they said. ‘God 



has come to help his people.’  This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding 

country.” God allows these things to happen so we can see his glory. 

The woman’s heart was full of sadness and sorrow as she approached the cemetery, but what happens? 

“As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, 

and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her.  When the Lord saw her, his 

heart went out to her and he said, ‘Don’t cry.’” Can’t you just see Jesus walk up to her and put his arm 

around her and whisper to her, “Don’t cry” because it tore him up that death had made her feel so sad? 

“Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, ‘Young man, I say 

to you, get up!’  The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.” Can’t 

you picture Jesus deeply moved and filled with compassion moving quickly to the stretcher carrying the 

young man because he knows he must relieve the pain and distress of this widow? Can’t you imagine 

the joy and surprise of the widow as she sees her son come back to life? 

Why would Jesus do this? He did it so we could see what happens when the prince of life meets death. 

Death loses every time when it comes up against Jesus. Did you see how he raised this man? He didn’t 

need to pray to God like Elijah did in our Old Testament lesson because he is true God and he has the 

power to raise people from the dead. This power to raise others is impressive, but it isn’t the best 

victory Jesus won over death. What is the best victory? 

Jesus’ enemies crucified him, but Jesus rose from the dead three days later. He did this to prove he is 

God’s son. What does this mean for us? It means our sins of idolatry, anger and blaming God are 

forgiven. It means when we die that we will have eternal life with Jesus where we won’t have to deal 

with the heartache and suffering caused by an accident or cancer. Eternal life with Jesus means we 

won’t have to deal with the sudden and unexpected loss of death. 

As great as the promise of heaven is, sometimes we can be tempted to blame God when things don’t go 

as we expect or we can become angry with him because we didn’t get our way. What should we do 

when we feel this way? We need to remember God isn’t punishing us or he isn’t out to get us. We 

should realize our anger is sin against him and repent of it. How are we motivated to repent? We 

remember Jesus the prince of life met death and has done away with our sin of idolatry. 

Don’t know what to say to a person who has last a Christian loved one? This story is a good place to 

start. We can point them to the prince of life’s meeting with death and show them how he dealt with it. 

“When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, ‘Don’t cry.’ Then he went up and 

touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, ‘Young man, I say to you, get up!’  The 

dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.” Amen. 


