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Revelation 21:21-27 

The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of 

pure gold, like transparent glass. I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and 

the Lamb are its temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 

gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will 

bring their splendor into it.  

On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. The glory and honor of the nations 

will be brought into it. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or 

deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

 

  



I should have written it down. Do you ever find yourself saying this when you forget something? My wife 

did last week. Our sump pump hose had fallen off. She noticed it, but didn’t put it back on. She was 

going to tell me about it, but forgot to say something to me about it. She joked she should have texted 

me it had fallen off before she forgot about it. I told her she should have because I would have seen it 

since she “wrote it down” for me to see. 

I would imagine many of you have had something similar happen before in life. You see something, think 

that’s really important, I should make a mental note of it, make said mental note and promptly forget 

your note. It could be an appointment, a meeting, a birthday party, a fallen off sump pump hose or any 

number of things we forget because life is too busy and too full of other stuff. It is human to forget 

things, but what about God? Do you ever feel like God has forgotten about you in your life? 

What would cause you to feel like God has forgotten you in life? The Christians who St. John was writing 

to in life were tempted to feel like God had forgotten them. What caused them to feel this way? These 

Christians felt forgotten because they were undergoing persecution. They followed a God who says he is 

all knowing, all powerful and present everywhere, but they faced with a reality that they were being 

overpowered by people who didn’t follow God. Think they felt forgotten? 

It can be tempting for Christians who are undergoing persecution or suffering something in life to think 

God has forgotten about them, but honestly it shouldn’t be very surprising. How come? Jesus promises 

Christians they are going to have hard times in life in our gospel lesson. “‘In a little while you will see 

me no more, and then after a little while you will see me.’ Some of his disciples said to one another, 

‘What does he mean by saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, 

“‘And then after a little while you will see me,’ and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?’ They kept 

asking, ‘What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand what he is saying.’ Jesus saw that 

they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are you asking one another what I meant 

when I said, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me’? I 

tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices.’” 

Jesus promises his followers they will need to endure persecution because they follow him. He says they 

will weep while the world rejoices. Jesus had two incidents on his mind while he spoke these words. The 

first incident would happen over the course of the next 24 hours. Jesus was about to be arrested and 

killed by his enemies. These enemies would rejoice while the disciples would mourn over what 

happened to Jesus.  

The other incident was off in their personal futures. Jesus knew these men were going to carry the 

message of salvation out into the world. He knew they would receive the same treatment he did. He 

knew they would mourn while the world rejoiced over the way it treated them. He spoke these words to 

these men to give them comfort when the bad things happened. He promised them, “You will grieve, 

but your grief will turn to joy.” 

“So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will 

take away your joy.” Jesus promises his disciples they won’t grieve forever because their grief will turn 



to joy. A wonderful promise to be sure, but how can we be sure Jesus will keep his word? Jesus spoke 

these words to his disciples. He personally didn’t write them down. How could they be sure he would 

remember them? 

The question about writing things down brings us back to our lesson from Revelation. Our lesson 

connects Jesus’ promise to remember us with the fact he actually has written something down about us. 

“I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only 

those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” 

Did you hear what Jesus has written down about you? John says Jesus has written your name in his book 

of life. What does the fact Jesus has written your name in the book of life mean for you? It means you 

have a spot in the heavenly city which is referenced in our lesson. Listen to the way John describes this 

city. “The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the 

city was of pure gold, like transparent glass.” 

“I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The 

city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb 

is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 

On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. The glory and honor of the 

nations will be brought into it.” 

“Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only 

those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” The heavenly city is unlike anything ever 

seen on earth. The streets are paved in gold. The pearly gates are the entrance. There is no need for sun 

or moon. The gates will never be shut. Nothing impure or bad will ever be allowed in and it is all 

reserved for people who have had their names written in the Lamb’s book. 

Jesus promises you he has written your name in his book. He won’t forget you and he has reserved your 

spot in this city. However, does his promise always feel true? Thankfully, the Lord has spared most, if 

not all, of us from having to face the same persecution which John’s first audience had to face. Yet, just 

because we don’t have to face persecution, doesn’t mean there aren’t times in life where it feels like 

God has forgotten about us. What do I mean? 

How often aren’t you are I hurt by someone who does something shameful or deceitful? Your coworker 

lies and pins their guilt on you by saying you were the one who did something illegal or unethical to save 

their own skin? Or your car bites the dust. You go to an auto dealer and they sell you a vehicle with a 

salvaged title but don’t tell you it is a salvaged vehicle because they know you’d never buy a car with a 

salvaged title. 

Or maybe you’re treated shamefully by someone. The person takes your words out of context and blabs 

them around to make you look bad. Or perhaps you have done some things in your past which you 

aren’t proud of. You have confessed your sins and repented of them, but someone gets a hold of what 



you have done and broadcasts it to everyone they can find in order to make you look bad. Maybe it was 

when someone got you drunk and physically took advantage of you in your vulnerable state. 

How do you feel when someone treats you shamefully or deceitfully? Don’t you feel hurt? Lonely? 

Isolated? It is often in the most difficult moments people tend to wrestle and wonder, isn’t it? How 

could I be so stupid? Doesn’t anyone understand my pain? Will things ever turn around? Satan loves to 

come calling during these difficult moments and he offers up a more sinister question: why did Jesus 

forget about you? Doesn’t he care what happens to you? 

The great temptation which Satan wants us to buy into is the lie no one understands or cares when 

others treat us shamefully and deceitfully. He wants us to believe Jesus doesn’t care about us at all. How 

come? Because when we believe Satan’s lies it leads us away from Jesus. Satan tries to use the sinful 

actions of others and pin the results on Jesus. He wants us to view Jesus as nothing more than a 

protective genie who will bend to our will and guard us from everything we don’t to deal with. 

What is Jesus’ opinion about Satan’s lies? “I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn while the 

world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. So with you: Now is your time of grief, 

but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy.” He reminds you there 

will be times in life when you hurt and grieve because you’ve been treated deceitfully and shamefully, 

but remember your grief won’t last. How come? Jesus has written your name in the book of life. 

Will your life automatically turn around? Will you instantly feel better when you remember his 

promises? No. He doesn’t promise or guarantee us our lives will instantly be better. Yet, he does 

promise our grief will turn to joy. I’ll be honest we aren’t guaranteed to have it happen this side of 

heaven. Life is going to be hard and difficult, but remember. The Lamb hasn’t forgotten you. He has 

written your name in his book and reserved you a spot in heaven with him. Amen. 


