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Revelation 19:11-16 

I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and 

True. With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many 

crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped 

in blood, and his name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white 

horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to 

strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of 

the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: 

       KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

 

  



One of the most famous Christian compositions of all time is George Frideric Handel's Messiah. Handel’s 

Messiah is based on selected biblical texts and then is divided into three sections that tell the story of 

Christ’s life on earth. These sections come from Old Testament prophecies, the New Testament 

accounts of his death, resurrection, ascension and Paul’s various letters. One of the most famous songs 

in Handel’s Messiah is the Hallelujah chorus. The Hallelujah chorus concludes Part II.  

Part II of the Messiah details Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, ascension, the spread and rejection of the 

gospel and finally Jesus’ triumph over his enemies. The Hallelujah chorus is a fitting conclusion because 

it is a song of praise to our God since he will reign forever and ever after he has smashed and defeated 

his enemies. Why bring the Hallelujah chorus up? It is because one of the main lines which is repeated 

over and over comes from our second lesson.  

Handel quoted Revelation 19:16 when writing the Hallelujah chorus. He wrote, “The kingdom of this 

world is become the Kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and of His Christ; and He shall reign for 

ever and ever and He shall reign for ever and ever and He shall reign for ever and ever and He shall 

reign for ever and ever King of Kings, for ever and ever. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! and Lord of Lords, for 

ever and ever. Hallelujah! Hallelujah!” 

I’m sure if you’ve ever heard the Hallelujah chorus it is bouncing around in your head. Go ahead. I’ll let 

stop for a moment or two for you to imagine hearing the words, “King of kings, forever and ever, 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! and Lord of Lords, for ever and ever. Hallelujah! Hallelujah!” being sung. It is 

truly an inspiring musical piece, but what is the reason Handel chose these words from Revelation 19 to 

conclude his section on Jesus’ earthly life and the spread of his word in the world? 

We can listen to our reading to try and figure out a reason. “I saw heaven standing open and there 

before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and 

makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on 

him that no one knows but he himself.  He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the 

Word of God.” 

“The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and 

clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. ‘He will rule 

them with an iron scepter.’ He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his 

robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” Don’t you think 

Handel was attracted to Revelation 19 because it shows Jesus’ ultimate victory? 

Today, we celebrate Jesus’ ascension into heaven. Jesus’ ascension finishes his visible work here on 

earth and his return to heaven. It is an event which we mention almost every week in church when we 

recite both the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds, but how often do we stop and think about what Jesus’ 

ascension into heaven actually means for his followers on earth? When was the last time you actually 

stopped and thought about it? 

Handel’s Hallelujah chorus takes us to the end of the world and shows us Jesus’ triumph over his 

enemies, but couldn’t you just see it being the song which the angels sang when Jesus entered into 



heaven? “The kingdom of this world is become the Kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and of His 

Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever and He shall reign for ever and ever and He shall reign for 

ever and ever.” 

“And He shall reign for ever and ever King of Kings, for ever and ever. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! and Lord 

of Lords, for ever and ever. Hallelujah! Hallelujah!” Heaven’s inhabitants are able to greet Jesus with 

praise and glory because Jesus has triumphed over his enemies. He has completed his work of salvation 

and he is returning to heaven to sit at God’s right hand and rule over the earth. The mere thought of this 

causes the people of heaven to burst into song. 

Jesus’ ascension into heaven is great and wonderful for the people of heaven, but what about you and 

me? What impact does Jesus’ ascension into heaven have on our lives right now? I don’t think this will 

come as a surprise, but as a Christian who lives in the world you are at war. You have enemies who are 

waiting to attack you. The devil prowls around looking to destroy your soul. The world in which you live 

hates Christians. You have a sinful nature which fights against what God desires. 

The war is constant and it is dangerous. The devil and his companions never let up on their attacks 

against you. They are constantly looking for ways to destroy your faith and trust in Jesus. They tempt 

you, trick you, lie to you, persuade you and more to try and lure you away from your savior. The world 

hates Jesus and his followers. Its morals are the opposite of what God says is good. It denies God’s 

existence or makes God equal to man. 

Your sinful nature easily follows after Satan’s temptations. It tries to convince you Satan’s temptations 

are fun and exciting while your life is boring and dull. It looks at the immorality in the world and reasons 

I can do something sinful because everyone else is doing it. How could so many people be wrong? It 

seeks to fit in and be part of the world rather than remain apart from it. The life of a Christian is filled 

with warfare and a far cry from heaven’s triumphant song. 

How does Jesus’ ascension into heaven help us keep fighting the good fight? “I saw heaven standing 

open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he 

judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name 

written on him that no one knows but he himself.  He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his 

name is the Word of God.” 

“The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and 

clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. ‘He will rule 

them with an iron scepter.’ He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his 

robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” Jesus’ 

ascension reminds us we worship the king of kings and lord of lords. 

Did you notice the kingly bearing Jesus has? He is riding on a strong and powerful white horse. He has 

piercing and burning eyes. His sword slays nations and he rules them with an iron scepter. The robe he 

wears is dipped in blood. He is a powerful and imposing figure. He is a warrior in every sense of the 



word, but what is the battle which he has fought? I mentioned before Handel uses the last words of our 

lesson to complete the second section of his Messiah.  

Handel’s use of these words to conclude the second section of his Messiah is fitting because the second 

section is about Jesus’ work of salvation on earth. Jesus battled for our salvation while he was on earth. 

He fought against Satan and overcame every temptation Satan threw at him. He defeated every one of 

the world’s attacks against him. He never once sought to put himself and his desires above humanity’s 

need for a savior.  

This wasn’t an easy battle for Jesus. He personally shed his own blood to defeat his enemies. Look at the 

hem of his robe. It is drenched in blood. This blood isn’t the blood of his enemies. It is his own which he 

shed to forgive our sins. Jesus needed to shed his blood because we can’t defeat Satan or the world or 

our own sinful nature. He shed his blood to forgive us for following Satan and wanting to be part of the 

world. He shed his blood because we excuse sin by saying everyone else is doing it. 

What is the victory he has won? He has won the ability for you to join the heavenly chorus which Handel 

pictures. He has won the ability to sit at God’s right hand and rule the events of this world. He has won 

the ability to one day come back and judge the people of this world. All these things are the reasons 

Jesus ascended into heaven. They are the reasons we stop and remember he is King of Kings and Lord of 

Lords. Thank you, Jesus, for your great victory for us. Amen. 


