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Revelation 5:11-14 

Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten 

thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud 

voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 

strength and honor and glory and praise!" Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!" The four living creatures said, "Amen," and 

the elders fell down and worshiped. 

 

  



I want to begin this sermon by showing you two pictures. I want you to study them closely and ask 

yourself this question: what difference immediately jumps out at you when you compare the two? The 

difference which jumps out at me is the way the two individuals look in them. What do you see when 

you look at the first person? Don’t you see someone who is determined and filled with hope? What 

about the second? What do you see? Don’t you see someone who has given up and fallen into despair? 

It would be nice if life allowed us to look like this all the time. Full of confidence and determination. 

Convinced things in life are always going to turn out alright. Life would be so much easier and nicer, but 

it isn’t. Life is a roller coaster and we go from the high of looking like this to the low of looking like this. 

Beaten up. Full of despair. A place where we just feel like giving up. Allow me to ask you another 

question: where do you turn when your life looks like this?  

There are many different answers you could come up with. Friends, family, substances, inner resolve, 

nature or Netflix. You could turn to any of these, but I’ll be honest. We’re in church and I want to remind 

you a place where you can turn when life leaves you feeling like this. You can turn to Jesus. Our lesson 

this morning shows us what Jesus offers to us. He offers Hope’s Song in a Time of Trial. It is a song of sins 

forgiven and it is a song of eternal fellowship with God. 

Our lesson this morning comes from Revelation. Revelation is a book which is often full of mystery and 

uncertainty because it deals with picture language and the future. However, over the next several weeks 

we will be taking a look at several different sections from Revelation and looking at the way in which 

these sections apply to us and our everyday lives while helping us look to what our eternal future holds.  

Our first section will help us look at the way Jesus offers us hope when our lives look like this. The 

Christians who John was writing to knew what it felt like to have lives that looked and felt like this. They 

lived in a world where persecution was real and dangerous. John himself was no stranger to 

persecution’s impact. He was in the place where he wrote Revelation because of persecution! He had 

lost a brother (James) due to persecution and he had seen Jesus killed because of persecution. 

The people John was writing to knew what it was like to deal with persecution. Some had lost their 

earthly shepherd, John, because of persecution. They had lost family members, friends and livelihoods 

because of persecution. There is also some debate whether or not their religion was declared illegal by 

the Roman government. Life was not easy for these Christians because it seemed like Jesus’ power was 

limited in their world.  

What about you, dear Christian, and the world which you live in? Does the theme of persecution or 

Christ’s lack of power still seem to ring true today? Did you know in the Middle East there are a number 

of countries which require you to list your religion on your personal identity card? Or that countries like 

Vietnam, Myanmar, China and North Korea all saw increases in stricter state control of religious right? 

According to the website Open Doors USA these things are all reality for Christians around the world. 

What about things closer to home? Do you feel like this because our society has lost its Christian 

morals? Or do you feel like this when you hear a story about our neighbors to the north where one of 

the main attacks against a man running for the Wisconsin State Supreme Court was he was unqualified 



to be a judge because he helped found a school which adhered to a Biblical view of sex and marriage? 

Do you wonder where Jesus is in our world and why we aren’t doing more to help him stay in control? 

John speaks to us this morning to still our fearful hearts. “Then I looked and heard the voice of many 

angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled 

the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they sang: ‘Worthy is the Lamb, who 

was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!’”  

John takes us to heaven’s throne room to behold a magnificent sight. He shows us countless thousands 

who have gathered around the throne in the center of heaven and they are singing a song of praise to 

the Lamb who was slain. Did you notice what they say he is worthy to receive? “Worthy is the Lamb, 

who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and 

praise!” One of the key components Jesus is worthy to receive is power. 

Heaven’s residents recognize an important characteristic about Jesus. Jesus is worthy to receive power 

and authority. What is the reason Jesus is worthy to receive power? He is worthy to receive power 

because he was slain, but did you notice something about the lamb who was slain? He was slain, but 

what happened? He came back to life again. Jesus is worthy of power because he has power over 

something no other force on earth has power over: death. 

Jesus’ power over death is a force which no other entity on earth possesses. No earthly government 

possesses power over death. No faith healer. No doctor. No lawyers. No famous person. None of these 

people is able to undo death. They can kill, but they cannot bring back to life. Jesus is different. He has 

the ability and power to bring back to life. Yes, he can take life away, but he can do what no other 

individual can. He is able to bring people back to life. 

This is the reason the crowd around the throne sang: “Then I looked and heard the voice of many 

angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled 

the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they sang: ‘Worthy is the Lamb, who 

was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!’” 

They praised Jesus because he brought them into fellowship with him for eternity. 

One of the traps which Christians can often fall into is thinking our lives should never look or feel like 

this or Jesus needs some help to make sure my life doesn’t feel like this, but you need to understand 

something. We live in a sin filled world. Our lives are often going to look and feel like this. We are going 

to question and doubt whether or not Jesus really is in control because governments or individuals 

inflict harm on his followers or we’re appalled and disgusted by what we see going on in our country. 

Yet, just because we feel like this, doesn’t mean John’s words are untrue. Did you notice where John’s 

vision is taking place? It is in heaven. Not earth. Jesus’ kingdom is based in his sacrifice and resurrection. 

The reason Jesus needed to suffer and die is because you and I are sinners whose sins offend and disgust 

a holy God. The only way to be able to enter into heaven and enjoy eternal fellowship with Jesus is 

through the forgiveness he offers. 



This is the reason we come to church. Yes, we come to worship with and fellowship with our fellow 

Christians, but the principle reason we come is to be reminded we are sinners who Jesus died to forgive 

and rose to give eternal life. The worship filled response is the natural response of all of Jesus’ followers. 

“Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that 

is in them, singing: 

“‘To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever 

and ever!’ The four living creatures said, ‘Amen,’ and the elders fell down and worshiped.” John 

records the song which all creation sings to Jesus. All creation praises him because he is the redeemer 

and savior of the world who gives his followers eternal fellowship with him in heaven. Where you don’t 

have to leave and where troubles can’t find you. 

The fact is there are going to be times in life where being a Christian makes you feel like this. You’ll be 

filled with despair and your heart will be saddened because it seems like Jesus isn’t in control. Christians 

will be attacked and maligned and maybe the Lord will allow you and to know what persecutions heavy 

hand feels like, but my message is to remember this vision of heaven when persecution comes. 

Persecution is temporary, but heaven’s glories are eternal. Amen. 


