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Luke 24:1-12 

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and 

went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  but when they entered, they did not 

find the body of the Lord Jesus.  While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that 

gleamed like lightning stood beside them.  In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the 

ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here; he 

has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:  ‘The Son of Man must be 

delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ”  Then they 

remembered his words. 

When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others.  It was 

Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the 

apostles.  But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense.  Peter, 

however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and 

he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. 

 

  



Your memory can be a funny thing. There are certain events in life which you will always remember.  

Where you were when Kennedy was shot or the twin towers were hit by terrorists. However, there are 

many things in life you won’t. Can you recall what you had for lunch on Wednesday, March 27? Memory 

is a funny thing. There are events which you clearly remember (or at least think you do) and there are 

things in life which you have no recollection of at all. 

Jesus’ followers on the first Easter were having a bit of a memory problem. The events of Holy Week had 

left them dazed and confused. Their world coming down all around them, but it shouldn’t have been 

that way for them. How come? Jesus told them it would happen. “Why do you look for the living among 

the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in 

Galilee.” 

“‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be 

raised again.’ Then they remembered his words.” Jesus had told his followers exactly what was going to 

happen to him. He would be betrayed, turned over to sinful men, crucified and on the third day he 

would rise again. The events had happened in the exact manner in which Jesus said they would. Yet, did 

his followers remember these things? No, they forgot until the angels reminded them. 

 “The men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has 

risen!’” The news must have been absolutely shocking for them to hear, but it shouldn’t have been 

because Jesus told them exactly what would happen to him. “‘Remember how he told you, while he 

was still with you in Galilee:  ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be 

crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ Then they remembered his words.” 

It shouldn’t have been shocking to them because Jesus told them exactly what was going to happen to 

him. He told them he was going to be delivered into the hands of sinful men. He told them he was going 

to be crucified. He told them on the third day he would rise from the dead! Jesus told them exactly what 

was going to happen to him, but what happened? His followers forgot Jesus’ words to them. It was only 

after the angels’ message, “Then they remembered his words.” 

Jesus’ original followers aren’t the only ones who have trouble remembering his words, are they? Do 

you ever find yourself needing to hear the angels’ brief sermon, “Remember how he told you.”? What 

do I mean? You find yourself sitting in the doctor’s office. You’re awaiting test results. You’ve already 

gone through one procedure and had bad results. Now, after your second procedure, you’re faced with 

one of two possible outcomes. You’re healthy or terminal. 

How will you react if the news is terminal rather than healthy? “Remember how he told you, while he 

was still with you in Galilee:  ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be 

crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” Remember Jesus’ promises he made to his first 

disciples. He told them exactly what was going to happen to him and he would rise from the dead. 

Remember Jesus’ promise to you: I will raise you from the dead. 

Where else is Easter’s message a comfort? You find yourself standing next to the grave of a loved one. 

The death was sudden and unexpected. You are now faced with an uncertain future. How can I go 



forward without my best friend? “Remember how he told you.” Your loved one in Christ isn’t dead. 

They are asleep and at rest with Jesus and one day when you fall asleep in Jesus’ name you too will join 

them. 

You find yourself feeling all alone with your guilt and all the anxiety it brings. You only remember the 

bad things you have done and the ways you have wronged your God. Your heart is heavy and weary. 

“Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:  ‘The Son of Man must be 

delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’” Remember 

Jesus Christ was delivered over to death for your sins and raised for your forgiveness. 

Remember Jesus Christ. It is easy to say, but hard to do. Don’t believe me? Who forgot the words Jesus 

had told them? His closest followers, many of whom had spent every day with him for three years! What 

about you, dear Christian? Do you always remember Jesus Christ? Honestly? You don’t. You forget him. 

You take his words for granted. You drift and wander. You’re really no different than Jesus’ first disciples 

who forgot his words. 

Why does Jesus want us to remember him? He wants us to remember him because he wants us to be 

prepared when bad times hit in life. We don’t know when we’re going to fall over and hurt ourselves. 

We don’t know when we might have a heart attack. We don’t know when a car might lose control and 

hit us. Life will often make us want to curl up in a little ball because we are so scared, but this is why 

Jesus wants us to remember him. He wants us to remember he is there for us during those times. 

Yes, life will terrify us and hurt us, but remember Jesus is there for you. He is in control. This is a 

wonderful thing to remember on Easter, but do you know what? It is the message Jesus shares with you 

right here. Every week. Week after week to refresh your forgetful and scared memory. Jesus is the 

reason we come to worship. We come to remember he was crucified for our sins, rose for our 

forgiveness and prepares us to have peace during those terrifying times in life. Amen. 


